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This logo was prepared by Kathi Susi for the dedication ceremonies
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the Kennebec Indians who inhabited the area and found this fish in
abundance at the mouth of what they called Cabbassa—or the
place to catch sturgeon. It was the export of this fish to England
that attracted the earliest “ white men” as settlers.
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This survey was prepared by Joanne D. Clark and LeRoy A.
Congdon, in conjunction with The Friends of Gardiner whose
organizational purpose is “ to recognize, preserve and promote the
unique historical and cultural background of the Gardiner area.’’
The project has been funded through a grant from the Maine
Historic Preservation Commission and the National Park Service.
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INTRODUCTION

The purposes of this Architectural and Historical Survey have been:
1. To prepare a booklet which gathers from diverse sources pertinent information concerning many
historically and architecturally significant buildings, mostly houses, still standing.
2. To provide recognition of these houses, and their historical occupants, lest they be forgotten as time
marches on.
3. To serve as an impetus for preserving these structures, and to give them a renewed or possibly re
directed life of service.
4. To tie together persons who gave direction to this community with significant developments of the past.
5. To capture the insight of the present generation as to what has brought us to this point in history.
To accomplish this: each home owner was interviewed and asked to complete an information sheet about his
house; deed research was completed on nearly all of the houses; extensive newspaper clippings were sought
and used; and many conversations were held with “ old timers” which inevitably led to further “ checking
out.”
These 79 houses or buildings, plus the downtown and industrial area, are not the whole of the Gardiner area,
but this survey should suggest further documentation on these and other buildings and people. The first stage
of the Downtown Revitalization, under the leadership of the Gardiner City Government, is one evidence that
the people of Gardiner “ care” about their heritage and want to set the stage for building on the base of the
230-or-more years that Gardiner has existed. Our “ hidden agenda” in this survey has been to arouse the
reader’s curiosity in the wealth of history still un-revealed. The streets are lined with houses that each tell a
story. Included here are mostly pre-1900 houses and people.

VI

ABOUT GARDINER
“ Gardinerstown” was begun as a settlement by Dr. Sylvester Gardiner (1707-1786) in 1754, when he came
from Boston to develop his portion of “ The Kennebec Purchase” . Dr. Gardiner was attracted to this area
because of the depth of the river water up to this point, and because the Cobbosseecontee Stream’s fall of 130
feet in less than a mile made it a good source of water power for industry.
The group of early settlers foresaw the opportunity of building six or eight dams on the Cobbossee. The grist
mill was the only one of its kind within fifty miles. The community flourished until the Revolutionary War,
growing perhaps to 600 persons. Dr. Gardiner, a staunch Tory, fled to England prior to the Revolutionary
War, returning only to Boston, but his Kennebec holdings were held for his heirs.
After the War, up until 1790, conditions deteriorated in “ Gardinerstown” . Land titles fell into doubt and
dispute. No governing power existed. Assets declined. The mills, dams and wharfs decayed.
Then came Henry Dearborn (1751-1829) who had been on Arnold’s March to Quebec in 1775 and settled in
Gardiner. He held a commission as Justice of the Peace, and was a man of great will power and dignity. He
eventually established law and order. He went on to serve two terms in Congress, after which he became
Secretary of War, and later General of the Army in the War of 1812.
Dr. Sylvester Gardiner died in 1786, and his holdings passed to his grandson, Robert Hallowell Gardiner
(1782-1864), who moved to the area in 1803. He proceeded to repair the dams and mills, had the total land
surveyed, and laid out the present city street and lots in what is known as the Solomon Adams Survey of 1808.
Among the many hardships endured by the people of those days were widespread fires, floods, a tornado and
an epidemic of spotted fever, but in spite of these Gardiner progressed both industrially and socially. The city
was chartered in 1849. In 1880 the population was 4,440, after West Gardiner and Farmingdale had been
separated off. In 1980 the census figure was 6,485 persons.
Gardiner is a large trading center which includes Randolph, Farmingdale, West Gardiner, Pittston and South
Gardiner. Important products include: shoes, fabrics, paper, lumber products, clothing, construction
materials and many others.
E, H, K

QUEEN OF THE RIVER...
Gardiner’s early development was largely made possible because of adequate water depth in the river. As
early as 1818, steam powered boats were operating on the Kennebec. One of the earliest was the “ Tom
Thumb” , a scow tugboat. Then came passenger ships, providing passage between Gardiner and Boston on a
regular schedule, until 1924. Periodic attempts have been made over the past few decades to provide excursion
boat trips on a chartered basis, even until this day.
Prior to 1860, ship building was the chief industry in Gardiner, with four principal shipyards. The skippers as
well as the lumber came from close at hand. Keen young men from nearby farms, at the age of 21 in some
cases, skippered these ships to such remote places as Java, the Spice Islands, Shanghai and Tasmania.
Captain George Dearborn crossed the Atlantic sixty-three times, sailing clipper ships. The last ship built in the
Gardiner area, The Valley Forge, was launched in 1860.
Use of the river for shipping and passenger service had to be curtailed each winter because of ice. Beginning in
1821 both sides of the river became crowded with as many as 46 ice houses, and a ready market was found for
Kennebec ice when shipped by schooner to as far away places as India and China, and the whole eastern
H, K, N C
seaboard.
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THE
GARDINER
TIME
LINE
1614

Captain John Smith, of Massachusetts, visited the area. He found the Kennebec Tribe of
the Abenakis.
1626
Another group returned and began trading with the Indians. They built a trading post at
Cushnoc (Augusta) in 1634, and began shipping sturgeon to England. The best source of
sturgeon was at the mouth of the Cobbosseecontee Stream (Cabbassaguntiag to the
Indians, or “ the place where sturgeon abound” .)
1670
Alexander Brown was the first white man to settle in the Gardiner area. He was killed by
Indians in 1676.
Until 1760 There were widespread Indian wars with the people who attempted to settle here.
1754
Gardinerstown was founded by Dr. Sylvester Gardiner, a resourceful Boston druggist, but
was not settled continuously until 1761.
1775
Col. Benedict Arnold stopped at the “ Colburn House” in Pittston to transfer his army of
1100 men to 220 bateaux built by Major Reuben Colburn, as part of the Revolutionary
War drive to Quebec.
1779
The area, on both sides of the Kennebec, was incorporated as Pittston, in honor of Judge
John Pitts who granted the incorporation.
1783 to
Extensive ship-building was carried on. Above Richmond there were 391 vessels built
1902
during this period. In 1849 there were 1300 arrivals of steamships in Gardiner, and 1000
sailing vessels.
1786
General Henry Dearborn, who had been on the march to Quebec, and was to become
Commander-in-Chief of the American Army, settled in Gardiner and became a major
stabilizing force.
1786
Dr. Sylvester Gardiner died, and the property eventually fell to his grandson, Robert
Hallowell, who later took the name of Gardiner.
1803
Robert Hallowed Gardiner moved from Boston to Gardiner to take charge, at age 21, and
Gardiner was incorporated as a town by the Legislature of Massachusetts.
1806
First paper mid. Paper was made by hand.
1808
A11 of the Robert Hallowed Gardiner properties were surveyed and divided into house lots
by Solomon Adams. This forms the base for ad property descriptions.
1814
The first bank was The Gardiner Bank, followed by The Gardiner Savings in 1834.
1818
George Evans, budding lawyer, came from Hallowed, married Ann Dearborn, and began
a long and distinguished career in State and Federal government.
1821
Beginning of the ice harvesting industry, shipping in sailing vesels as far as India. As many
as 46 ice houses. As large as 750,000 tons. Ended in 1949.
1822
The Lyceum was founded, the first technical school in the country. It was destroyed by
fire in 1869.
1824
A five-acre tract, known as The Common, was contributed to the city by Robert
Hallowed Gardiner.
1836
The Oaklands mansion was constructed for the Gardiner family, and is still occupied by
descendants of Dr. Sylvester Gardiner.
1841
The Gardiner Mechanics Association (our first library) was formed. The City of
Gardiner absorbed it in 1871, later becoming the Gardiner Public Library.
1849
Gardiner was incorporated as a city, including the area of West Gardiner, Farmingdale
and South Gardiner. In 1850 West Gardiner became a separately organized community,
and in 1852 Farmingdale separated. South Gardiner continues to be a part of Gardiner.
1851
The first railroad train arrived, using a station south of the present building which was
constructed in 1911, and abandoned in 1960.
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1852
1852

1860
1861
1864
1884
1883
1885
1885
1887
1888
1890
1892
1918
1936
1936
1937
1944
1955
1955

1959
1969
1976
1980
1983

A History o f Gardiner, Pittston and West Gardiner was published by Rev. J.W. Hanson,
minister of the First Universalist Church.
The State Legislature authorized the construction of the Gardiner-Randolph (then
Pittston) bridge, containing two wood sections, plus a steel turning draw. It was
demolished in 1896 by a flood, and replaced. A new concrete bridge was built in 1979,
1500 ft. upstream from the site of the old bridge.
A disastrous fire along the Cobbossee wiped out many businesses and manufacturing
plants. The area was rebuilt in 1882.
476 men served the Union cause in the Civil War, with 71 giving their lives. A Civil War
monument in their memory was erected on the Common in 1875.
The Johnson Block was constructed, with a meeting hall and a livery to serve the Johnson
House next door. The hall was changed to an Opera House in 1888.
The Coliseum was built, the largest exhibition hall in the state, seating 2500. Destroyed by
fire, 1903.
The first shoe factory was built, corner of Summer and Bridge. Shoes continue to be
manufactured in Gardiner.
The Gardiner Board of Trade was organized to bring business and industry to the city. Its
1896 publication “ Picturesque Gardiner—Its Industries, Attractions and Surroundings”
included extensive manufacturing installations along the 8 dam sites of the Cobbossee.
The Gardiner Water Works were established by Weston Lewis and A.J. Maxcy.
The present community of Randolph was separated from Pittston at the Worromontogus
Stream.
The Gardiner-Augusta Electric and Trolly Car Line was established, later extended to
include Lewiston, Winthrop and Togus. It operated until the 1940’s.
The 24-inch gauge Kennebec Central Railroad operated between Randolph and Togus
until 1926.
First Gardiner telephone directory. 24 subscribers.
Gardiner General Hospital was established, a wing added in 1973, and merged with the
Augusta Hospital in 1980 to form the Kennebec Valley Medical Center.
The Great Flood.
A monument, commemorating the life and work of three-time Pulitzer Prize winning poet
Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935), was erected on the Common.
Gardiner Armory was constructed.
A plaque, commemorating the life and work of children’s author Laura E. Richards
(1850-1943), was placed in the Gardiner Public Library.
A City Manager form of government was instituted.
A War Monument was placed on the Common, commemorating those who gave their
lives:
Spanish-American War—1
World War II—45
World War I—14
Vietnam War—10
Korean War—2
The Maine School Administrative District 11 was established for the Gardiner area. High
School constructed in 1962, and the Gardiner Area Junior High in 1975.
The new Gardiner City Building was constructed.
Bicentennial. New fountain sculpture. New bandstand.
The buildings on Water St. from Brunswick Ave. to the Library were placed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
Dedication of the Downtown Revitalization project, on November 19.
3

DOWNTOWN*
While portions of downtown Gardiner’s Water Street business district may give the appearance of continual
change, the brick and mortar framework of each building still survives and will live again to serve yet another
merchant, business or profession. Placed upon the National Register Historic District in 1980, some 47
architecturally significant, primarily commercial, buildings date mostly from the 19th century. All major
styles of the period are represented, and for the most part, the scale, proportion and materials of construction
of the buildings are compatible. The basic fabric remains and a move toward rehabilitation is well underway.

GB, H, HKM, HPC, IN, J, K

Adaptive re-use of the business blocks on both sides of lower Water Street shows (top) the Gardiner Savings
Institution and mortgage department expanded to include a former synagogue, the Gardiner Bank, a laundry
and a bakery, at #162 and #174. On the east side (bottom) new flourishing businesses include two restaurants,
an ice cream parlor, real estate office, the Furniture Factory refinishing shop and apartments in re-furbished
quarters at #163, 159, 155 and 151.

4

In 1884 the largest exhibition hall
in the state, having a capacity of
2500 persons, was constructed by
a local company. The Coliseum
was the site of many important
industrial and civic functions.
This was in the period when roller
skating was in vogue. It was
located on Main Avenue,
opposite the railroad station, and
was destroyed by fire in 1903.

The corner of Water and Church Streets was the busiest intersection in town in 1896 when it led (center) to
the old depot, the electric railway turn-around and the approach to the Randolph bridge, and (bottom) past
the Evans Hotel, the Gardiner Savings Institution and two other banks toward the riverfront wharfs and
South Gardiner.
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Maxcy,
Billings,
Sawyer,
#347
#343
#339
1860
Transitional Greek Revival-Italianate

Gardiner
BL
#297
c. 1854
Greek Rev.

Bank
#289
1881
Ital.

#235
c. 1880
It.

#287
c. 1876
Mansard

Libby
#335

Barker B.
#283
c. 1854
Greek Rev.

#233
c. 1831-32
Greek Rev.
Italianate
cornice
added
c. 1860

#193
c. 1895
Roman.
Rev.

Clay Bl.
#327
by 1855
Facade
remodelled
c. 1887
Queen
Anne

Wood BL
#189
1896
Roman.
Rev.

Lincoln
& Maxcy
Bl.
#319
Greek Rev

Hopkins B.
#275
c. 1854
Greek Rev.
Mansard
roof added

Johnson B.
#269
1853
Remodelled
in 1954

#225
c. 1875
It.—High
Victorian
Gothic

Gammon
#219
c. 1828
Greek Rev.

Patten Bl.
#185
1896
Roman.
Revival
E.E. Lewis

#263
c. 1840
Greek Rev.

#215
c. 1842
Greek Rev.

Lowell &
Moore Bl.
#179
by 1885
Greek Rev.
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Johnson
#251
c. 1850
#259
Greek Rev
1852
Greek Rev.
Facade
remodelled
in 1954

#247
#243
c. 1892 1882
It.
It.

#213
#207
c. 1842
c. 1842
Greek Rev. Greek Rev

Masonic Bl.
#175
1940

#167
c. 1830-45
Greek Rev

#237
c. 1880
It.

#163, 159,
155
c. 1830-45
Greek Rev.

Cob. Nat.
Bank
#151
1866
Trans.
Gr. Rev.
Ital.

#192
c. 1910
Colonial
Revival

Milliken Bl.
#252-66
1876
Italianate

#306
c. 1870
Ital.

Davis Bl.
#218
c. 1830 to
1860
Greek
Revival

Former site
of Johnson
House

#312
c. 1910
Colonial
Revival

Bank
#162
1813
Remodelled
in 1859,
1980
Mansard

Library
#152
1881
Queen
Anne
Henry
Richards
Architect

#316, 318
c. 1870
Italianate

#220
c. 1830
1860
Greek
Revival

#226
c. 1830 to
1860
Greek
Revival

Johnson
Hall
#280
1864
Italianate

U.S.P.O.
#340
1917
Classical
Revival
J.A. Wetmore,
Architect
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Sawyer &
Foy Bl.
#174
1891
Italianate

#230
c. 1830 to
1860
Greek
Revival

Foster Bl.
#294-298
1856
Mansard
P. Robinson,
Architect

#234
c. 1830 to
1860
Greek
Revival

G.S.I
#190
1954
Cont.

#242
#244
Water
c. 1860 c. 1860
District
Italianate Italianate #246
1937
Colonial
Revival

#300
by 1885
Greek
Revival
Mansard
Added

GR, HPC

#304
by 1855
Greek
Revival

ALONG THE COBBOSSEE
The eight dams on the Cobbossee took advantage of the 130 ft. fall of water
within one mile, draining 30 connected lakes and ponds over a 300-mile
area. This listing is based on the records of 1896 when the Gardiner Board
of Trade published a booklet inviting new business ventures to use the extra
power still available. The dams are numbered from downstream. Nos. 4 and
8 are still standing, No. 4 being used by the Yorktowne Paper Co., and No.
8 furnishing the water for the Gardiner Water District, plus generating
electricity for their pumps and selling the excess to the Central Maine Power
Company. Dam No. 6 was replaced in 1902 with a dam a few feet upstream
and has recently been harnessed by the Gardiner Hydro Co. for the
commercial generation of energy.
1. (20 ft.) Owned by the Gardiner Real Estate Association. Located a
few feet upstream from the bridge of Bridge St. The immediate area of
13 mills and factories was burned in 1860, and again in 1882, but was
soon rebuilt. Prior to 1882 these businesses were located here: Wads
worth Bros, and James Co.; Hooker and Libby mill; P.S. Robinson
Door and Sash Co.; Sargeant mill; Arthur Berry mill; N.O. Mitchell &
Co. mill; J.H. Mitchell mill; and the Ladd-Brann & Co. machine
shop.
2. (12.5 ft.) About 300 ft. upstream from Winter St. The dam was owned
by Joshua Gray and his sawmill was located here. Also: I.N. Tucker
Woolen mill; Bartlett & Dennis flour and grist mill; Harvey Scribner
machine shop; Joseph Perry machine shop; P.C. Holmes Co.; Oak
land Co.; and the Charles Swift Jewel Box Co.
3. (16.5 ft.) Located on the curve of the stream. Owned by the Gardiner
Real Estate Association. Site of: W.H. Moore Mattress Co.; H.M.
Wentworth Spring and Axle Factory; and the J.T. Hayes & Co.
sawmill.
4. (15.9 ft.) The dam is still standing. Site of Hollingsworth & Whitney
Paper Co., manufacturers of satchel paper bags, in their
“ Cobbossee” mill.
5. (16.9 ft.) Hollingsworth & Whitney “ Aroostook” Paper Co. mill.
6. (17.5 ft.) The S.D. Warren Co. bought out the Great Falls Paper Co.,
and made “ more Bible paper than in any other place in the United
States.” They also made the paper for the Munsey Magazine, the
first 10 cent magazine. This was the “ Copscook” mill.
7. (19.4 ft.) S.D. Warren “ Richards” paper mill. The first paper made
in Gardiner was hand made in a mill at this location. The Richards
brothers were the operators in the last two decades of the 19th
century.
8. (11.3 ft.) Owned by Gardiner Water Co. This was one of the first
three cities in Maine to have adequate water supply. The dam was built
in 1885. This was also the site of a saw mill, a match factory, and a
IN, N C
door, sash and blind factory at various times.

8

Dam #4 (shown above in 1896) powered the Hollingsworth and Whitney “ Cobbossee” Paper Mill. Today
(below) it provides washing water for the Yorktowne Paper Company. The old “ Aroostook” building
(opposite), upstream at dam #5, is now a warehouse for Standard Distributors.

THE EARLY PERIOD

1760’s - 1800’s

By far the most prevalent type of dwelling of the late-18th to the mid-19th century in Gardiner was of the
general category, the Cape Cod house. Capes are to be found in both rural and urban areas with variations
which include the oldest houses in this survey. The Cape is a nearly square or oblong house of one or one-anda-half stories with a gable roof. In Maine the Cape usually had three, four or five bays along the front, with a
front door centrally located. Early Capes were generally undecorated around the door and windows, and
most often had one chimney in the center, so it could serve rooms on either side. The Cape house is the largest
surviving Colonial house-type in this area. Colonial houses generally do not have style designations.

NATHANIEL BAILEY HOUSE

River Road, Pittston

Nathaniel Bailey (1743-1832) came to Pittston from Rowley, Massachusetts in 1762 and obtained a grant of
200 acres where in 1763 he had this Cape built on a hill overlooking the Kennebec. He undoubtedly knew of
the area because his brother Rev. Jacob Bailey, the famous “ Frontier Missionary,” was serving an Episcopal
congregation (1760-1779) which met in the Pownalborough Court House. Nathaniel planned to use brick
from his kiln on the riverside, but when a storm ruined the kiln and washed away the brick, he built of wood
with clapboard siding. The house was erected in stages, at first two rooms with a large fieldstone fireplace in
the center, and then additional rooms on the front and the back. Fieldstone was rarely used in Maine for a
fireplace. Over the years the house has had periods of non-use and deterioration, but since 1941 it has been
continuously lived in and efforts made to maintain the charm of its early construction with such features as
doors of two wide boards, many of them original hand-wrought latches, and floors of wide pumpkin pine.
Among Nathaniel’s descendants were Captain David Bailey, who was a well-known sea captain, and Captain
Charles R. Bailey, master of the steamscow “ The Fay.” The great variety of flowers and shrubs surrounding
the house came about because sea captains returning from foreign lands would introduce unusual vegetation
to this northern climate. Much of it has survived. This house in Pittston is the oldest dwelling that has been
found in this survey.
G, H, K, N C
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MAJOR REUBEN COLBURN HOUSE*

Arnold Road, Pittston

This Federal house, now owned and operated as a museum by the Maine Department of Conservation,
Bureau of Parks and Recreation, was constructed in 1765 for Reuben Colburn, son of Jeremiah Colburn who
was attracted to Gardinerstown from Dracut, Massachusetts, in 1761. Reuben received 250 acres of land in
1763, and ten years later bought a tract five miles by a half-mile. This house is two-and-a half-story, oak
frame, post and beam construction, with a central chimney, granite and fieldstone foundation, clapboard
siding, shingled roof, nine over six windows with many original panes, originally six fireplaces (now five) and
nine rooms (including a parlor, dining room, keeping room, horning room, two master bedrooms and three
smaller bedrooms.).
It has been designated by the National Park Service as a National Historic Place because it was from trees on
this property that Major Colburn built the 220 bateaux for the Arnold Expedition against Quebec in 1775,
and it was here that Colonel Benedict Arnold stopped to oversee the transfer of men, provisions and
equipment to the newly constructed bateaux, during the long march of his 1150-man army over the 300-mile
route to Quebec.

Other noteworthy visitors have included Aaron Burr, John Hancock and Henry Dearborn. Owners of the
property have been: Reuben and Elizabeth Colburn, David and Hannah Colburn, Gustavus and Alzine
Colburn, Richard and Idell Colburn, Helen Colburn Pomeroy, Bertha Colburn, George and Thelma Lord,
Paul and Claire Plummer and Dr. Donald and Barbara Klopp. The Colburn house is the headquarters of the
Arnold Expedition Historical Society and the Samuel Grant Chapter of the DAR which has extensive archival
material available for research. It has resident quarters for curators, and is open by appointment and certain
periods of the summer.
C, H, IN, K
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HALLOWELL COTTAGE

On the Oaklands property, Gardiner

This one and one-half story Cape was planned by Charles Vaughan as a summer residence for his uncle
Robert Hallowell. It was built in 1796 on the Worromontogus Tract which was bequeathed to Robert
Hallowell’s wife Hannah by her father Dr. Sylvester Gardiner. He would come from Boston in mid-June and
his family would join him for short visits. When his son Robert Hallowell Gardiner inherited his grandfather’s
property in 1803 this became his home until the first Oaklands was built. Here his son Robert Hallowell
Gardiner II was born.
These early years for Robert Hallowell Gardiner were difficult and challenging: only 11 of the 97 families in
residence held clear property titles; original dams, mills and the Great House required repairs; new industries
and stores were built. One of the top priorities was a complete land survey. Revolutionary War veteran
Solomon Adams completed the survey December 31, 1808 that continues to be relied upon today. After the
building of the first Oaklands in 1810 the Hallowell property was sold, but repurchased in 1927. At that time
it was taken apart board by board for removal and reassembly in exactly the same style across the river at the
new location one quarter mile downstream, slightly south of Oaklands.
It has undergone a first class restoration, and an ell added on the east, as well as on the north. The original
tiles and bricks for the chimney are still a part of the dwelling, with the wide floor boards and panelled
wainscoting. This house has the distinction of having been located in three towns and two states: Pittston,
Randolph and Gardiner, and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, prior to Maine’s statehood.

G, H, HPC, M X, NC, RHG
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MARTIN ESMOND HOUSE

242 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

“ Skehan’s”

It is reported that William Gardiner, son of Sylvester, lived in a house on this site until the time of his death in
1787, while carrying out the duties of tending his father’s properties when Sylvester fled to England just prior
to the Revolutionary War. It is also reported that Martha Jewett Williamson was born in a house on this site
in 1791. It is known that Robert Hallowell owned the property on which this house is located, deeding it to
Jane Esmond, widow of Martin Esmond, in 1842, where she continued to live until her death in 1867, at age
90. We assume that the Esmonds had been renting it. Jane Stuart’s family and Martin Esmond emigrated
from Ireland just after the Irish Rebellion in 1798, and were among the first Irish in Gardiner. It is reported
that she travelled extensively with the Robert Hallowell family (parents of Robert Hallowell Gardiner). The
construction date for this house is c. 1808, probably built for rental, based on records of St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church. The Martin Esmonds operated a small confectionary store on Water Street, and their son Bernard
also had a store in which he sold, among other things, the Atmospheric Churn Dasher.
Many writers of the early history of Gardiner have stated that the earliest Catholic Masses were said in this
house by visiting clergy. Bishop Chevrus and later Bishop Fenwick, both of Boston, visited Gardiner before
1818, and stayed at the Esmond home. When Father Dennis Ryan came to North Whitefield in 1818, he
said Mass at the Esmond home three times a year. The first St. Joseph’s Catholic church was constructed in
1858—the present building in 1915.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Skehan now occupy this Federal period house, which has been in their family since
1913.
FO, H, HKM, J, NC, R, RHG
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THE FEDERAL STYLE

1790’s-1830’s

The basic shape of the Federal house is rectangular and box-like, though usually two, and sometimes
three stories high. There is a strict symmetry on the facade, and the roofline tends to be somewhat
subdued, with the low hip being the most common. The Federal house is usually of the same size,
configuration and materials as the Colonial, but is consciously decorated with details borrowed from
the ancient Roman villas. Emphasis is not on the vertical. There are no pilasters on Federal houses in
Gardiner. Here are found curved forms in the semi-elliptical fanlights over the doorways and tall
palladian windows centering the second stories. The Federal house found ready acceptance in the
more humble surroundings, but it could be expanded and decorated to fit the most delicate taste.

RUFUS GAY HOUSE

4 Vine Street, Gardiner

This well preserved Federal house
remained within the family of the first
owner, Alexander S. Chadwick, for 135
years. This is one of the few side hall
entrance Federal style houses in Maine,
and those few are found in the Kennebec
Valley. The house was built c. 1828 for
Alexander who married Hannah, sister of
steamboat captain, Nathaniel Kimball. It
was Hannah who pressed for the commu
nity along Maine Avenue to be “ set off”
from Gardiner because of lack of
attention to maintaining the road and
sidewalk, and she succeeded on April 5,
1852, when Farmingdale became a
separate town. Alexander became the first
selectman, assessor and legislative
representative. Daughter Anna, who later
married Asbury Stilphen, inherited her
mother’s Piano Forte business. Asbury
was an attorney, serving the town of
Farmingdale and Christ Church in many
ways. Through his efforts in 1885 the
trustees of the parochial funds of Christ
Church were incorporated. It is Annie
Stilphen, their daughter, whom many
local residents remember so fondly. She
died in 1962, at age 94. F, H K M , J, R

In 1763 Sylvester Gardiner laid out twenty
five-acre “ settlers’ lots” along the
Kennebec according to a plan by Dr. John
McKechnie. This well-sited Federal house
was built on the east end of Lot #3 in 1798
for Rufus Gay (1770-1839). His wife,
Mary Marble, was a step-daughter of
Henry Dearborn (1751-1829), who
stopped here as often as possible on his
visits to Gardiner after he became a
national figure. In 1825 Parker Sheldon,
publisher of Gardiner’s first newspaper
The Eastern Chronicle, purchased the
property. It is a rectangular hipped roof
house with six over six windows. One
distictive feature of this house is that the
entrance door is on the side. The first
owner of this lot, after Sylvester
Gardiner, was William Bacon, black
smith, who purchased it in 1766.
G, H , H K M , J, R , VG, W

ALEXANDER S. CHADWICK HOUSE
128 Main Avenue, Farmingdale
“The Annie Stilphen House”
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JOHN HASELTINE HOUSE*

3 Dennis Street, Gardiner

“ The Yellow House”

“ The Yellow House” was christened such in 1877 shortly after the Richards purchased it and brightened the
former brown color. Laura E., daughter of Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe (founder of the Perkins School for the
Blind) and Julia Ward Howe (author of the lyrics for The Battle Hymn o f the Republic) was a prolific writer.
She turned out more than eighty books, mainly for children, such as Captain January, and many of verse.
Henry’s talents spread in many directions enabling him to be an executive of the Richards Paper Mill
(Gardiner’s first, begun in 1806 and operated by John Savels); architect (Gardiner Library and Central Street
School); artist and horticulturist. He founded the first camp for boys in Maine, Merryweather, at Belgrade,
which the family operated for thirty-two years. This house has been the center for civic consciousness in this
community for four generations. The library, hospital, high school and Howe Club are but a few of the
Richards’ legacies. Mrs. Richards died in her 93rd year, in 1943, and Henry in 1949, aged 101. Today,
daughter L.E. Wiggins is in residence, continuing a family heritage of 107 years.
John Haseltine had this striking Federal house built in 1814 for his bride Harriet Byram, daughter of
Ebenezer, Henry Dearborn’s master builder. Built in two rapid stages, the front last, birch bark was used for
insulation. In 1904 a four bedroom addition and piazza was constructed to accommodate a growing family.
An unusual sophisticated trim on this house is the rounded decorative lintel.

G, H, HKM , HPC, J, LR, M X, NC

15

SIMON BRADSTREET HOUSE

13 River Avenue, Gardiner

“ The Carol Bates House”

This federal house was built for shipbuilder Simon Bradstreet (1768-1844) in 1805. He was the second
generation from Andrew Bradstreet who came to Gardiner from Biddeford in 1780. The house still retains
many of its original characteristics: many doors still have H-hinges of cast iron; there is the typical wide
wainscoting in most of the rooms, and there are wide floor boards. The large cubic shape gives this house a
different character from the usual shallow rectangle Federal shape. The porch, of course, is a later addition,
as are most of the windows.

More recent occupants have been Mr. and Mrs. J.M.L. Bates and their daughter Carol Bates. He began
working for the Central Maine Railroad in 1890, and in 1908 succeeded his father as the Gardiner station
agent for 28 years. He was also well known as a musician, playing the bass violin in several orchestras, and
serving as director of the Christ Church choir for many years. After retirement he fulfilled a request to edit
and arrange the letters and papers of Edwin Arlington Robinson, the poet, for eventual display in the Colby
College Robinson Room.
Carol Bates was an accomplished water color artist, and her works were requested to be hung in some of the
most prestigious art museums in the eastern United States. Nature was the source of nearly all of Miss Bates’
pictures, and she described them as “ fantasy based on nature.’’
In the early days the expanse of land sloping down from the house to the river bank was a cultivated apple
orchard.
H, MC, NC, R, W
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WILLIAM BARKER HOUSE

56 River Avenue, Gardiner

“The Old Grant House”

The 1798 tax assessment records in the Maine State Archives list: “ William Barker: 1 building, 1156 sq. ft.,
23 windows, 2 stories; and 1 outbuilding, 630 sq. ft., 5 windows 2 stories, in lot #5,” and “ 1 lot, 1 barn, 1
store, 30 ' by 10 ', 5 windows, 1 story, in lot 4.” There are no tax records available previous to 1798. William
Barker acquired lots 4 and 5 from James Stackpole February 28, 1783. Henry Sewall Webster’s Land Titles o f
Old Pitts ton records that “ Barker built a house and store on lot 5. I am told that his house was on the east side
of the road.” The present house is on lot 4, and best guesses for a construction date are c. 1790, or shortly
after Barker purchased the property. This house is the oldest found in this survey in the Gardiner
incorporated area.
Barker’s daughter Nancy married Peter Grant, and their son William B. Grant inherited the house in 1823,
living here the longest of any of the owners (1823-1883). The Barker, Grant, Bradstreet and Tarbox families
were intertwined in marriage, as well as in their principal business of shipbuilding.
This is the simple Federal style rectangular building with central hall plan. It has recently undergone extensive
interior and exterior renovations, including new twelve over twelve windows. It has a hipped roof.

AR, H, MC, R , W
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COLBURN SCHOOL

Arnold Road, Pittston

This 30-foot by 24-foot brick Federal period school house was constructed in 1815 on land deeded to the
school by Samuel Cutts. The bricks were made in an adjacent brickyard. It is called Colburn because it is
located in a settlement where the four Colburn brothers and their three sisters and their descendants settled
and lived from 1762. It was used as a school house until December 1, 1961, when the pupils were transferred
to the new Pittston Elementary School upon the formation of SAD 11. All of the other school houses were
sold, excepting this one which has recently been used as a town office. The old school never had running
water, requiring that someone carry drinking water from a nearby spring, which was favored over water from
a well at an adjacent house because it was thought to be safer.
Among residents who have taught at this school are Max Moulton, now at the three-quarter century mark, his
mother and grandmother, and Leroy Caston who wrote the historical novel Some Valiant Ones concerning
the Bailey family’s part in the founding of Pittston. Caston wrote under the pseudonym “ Robert
Barrington.” This building is a utilitarian one, with the door located in the corner to allow the most complete
use of the inside area for a classroom and a 14 foot square addition on the end, housing the privies. The
original Federal windows and pine shingles are long gone, but the Christian cross door remains, as well as the
lintels over the windows with some alteration.
IN, SR
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EBEN MOORE HOUSE

321 West Street, Gardiner

“The Almshouse”

Only the older local residents and the record books recall that this apartment complex was the almshouse
which began its service to the city’s poor in 1848. An original house, constructed by carpenter-builder Eben
Moore in 1834, was bought for $2000, together with 14 acres of land, from C.E. Bradstreet. An ell was added
for $3000, bringing the total number of rooms up to 36. The almshouse burned on March 19, 1909, and was
immediately rebuilt by Langdon C. Paul using the outside brick walls. A photograph of the burned remains
shows the roof with a pitched design, so it is assumed that the gambrel style was added at that time to give
more room on the third floor. The 1909 news story states that “ the new almshouse will be better appointed
than the old, with bathrooms and other conveniences of a modern pattern.”
When the property was purchased in 1970 by Arthur Kelley to convert to the present apartments, the
buildings, including barns and extensive chicken huses, were in a state of extreme dilapidation as evidenced by
an old photograph. In the early 1800’s, before the advent of a “ poor farm” or almshouse, the city’s poor
were usually contracted out to private homes for housing and meals. The host family would receive a small
payment from the city and whatever productive labor might be forth-coming from the consigned individuals
H , IN , M A , N C , R
or families.
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RICHARD CLAY HOUSE
134 Highland Avenue, Gardiner

In 1819 Richard Clay purchased land and buildings at this address extending to the corner of Winter Street.
The purchase included this house, an example of the Federal style with an altered pitched roof having no
overhang. Decorative features are meager but do include a Federal door. To the right of #134, in 1822 Mr.
Clay erected what came to be known as “ The Yellow Meeting House,” and he offered its free use to the
Methodist congregation which had just been burned out of their home at Bowman Point.The Methodists
remained until 1828. The chapel was thereafter used by several religious groups, concluding in 1941 with the
Free Methodists. In 1971 they built a new Colonial Revival church. Clay’s daughter Nancy married John
Plaisted, a member of the Plaisted family which operated a pottery factory at the foot of Highland Avenue
for many of the 53 years of pottery-making which began in 1837, using clay found in that location. The area
was long known as Plaisted Hill. An 1856 illustrated map shows eight residences owned by Plaisteds within
500 yards of this corner.
H, HKM, J, K, M A, N C

ELIJAH POPE FARM
1080 High Street, West Gardiner

Elijah Pope and his wife Susanna came to West Gardiner in 1816 from Stoughton, Mass, and settled this farm
which remained in the Pope family until 1900, at first living in a house across the road. From his cellar he dug
the clay and made the bricks for this fine, large house c. 1841 which is still in excellent condition. It appears
that many of the brick buildings in this immediate area, including the meeting house up on the hill were
constructed with brick from a pit and kiln on the hillside at the rear of this house. In a later generation
Elijah’s grandson George H. Pope raised corn for the Hallowell Canning Works in 1886. In 1889 he installed
his own machinery in a building across the road from this house and put up 20,000 cans of corn. In 1890 he
up 28,000 cans of corn and 1700 cans of pumpkin. He raised from one-third to one-half of all the corn he
canned. He made his own cans and gave work to 30 people in the neighborhood, mostly women. This house is
a good example of the Federal style of rural farmhouse. It has extended eaves for efficiently draining off the
water from the roof without damaging the sides of the house.
C, H, M, R, VW

20

COTTAGES

14, 18, 26 Pleasant Street, Gardiner

These three cottages appear to have been constructed in a group, much as we today see a real estate develop
ment with a series of basic houses with slight variations, using the same basic floor plan for the main portion,
and then adding ells at either end and a variety of porches. The concept may be an early instance of
speculative building, hoping to sell to prospective owners. These double-porched houses, usually associated
with Greek Revival period, and the deed research indicate a construction date of 1820-30.

H, HKM, J, MC, NC, R, W

WILLIAM H. BYRAM
HOUSE

#14

This house was built on the westerly
edge of the Early Settler Lot #1,
formerly owned by General Henry
Dearborn and containing five acres
from this point to the river. One of
the early residents of this house was
William H. Byram, merchant.

MAYOR NOAH WOODS
HOUSE
#18
Noah Woods, an attorney who
began his practice in Gardiner in
March, 1841 lived here when he was
mayor of Gardiner for two periods,
1854-58 and 1861-52. This house is
located on the southwesterly edge of
the original Settler Lot #2, first
owned by Seth Gay.

MAYORS MITCHELL AND
PERKINS HOUSE
#26
This cottage has the distinction of
having housed two mayors, Nathan
O. Mitchell, 1865-66 term, and
William Perkins, 1882-83 term.
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EARLY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HOUSE*
Corner Routes 27 and 126, Pittston
“ Tuttle’s Antiques”

Plans for use of this site for a
church are first recorded in the 1831
deed” for the purpose of a lot on
which to build a meeting house.”
The building was erected c. 1836.
Later, an 1879 map shows a Congre
gational Church on this site before it
became an Episcopal outreach, St.
Andrews, from Christ Church,
Gardiner, in 1907. Episcopal ser
vices were conducted until the
1960’s. Since then, Kenneth Tuttle
has displayed his antiques here. The
building is a collage of styles:
Federal, because the facade is flushboarded and has six Federal-style
pilasters framing two symmetrical
doors and the large square wood
multi-paned windows with wooden
fans above them; Greek Revival,
because of the heaviness of the
entablature on the facade with its
rusticated treatment; and Gothic
Revival, because there is evidence of
small pinnacles on the steeple, now
missing. Typical of Maine church
architecture are two entryways in
the facade and a square belfry with
louvers in place of windows.
Altogether, the building is welldesigned, simple but elegant.

C, H, HPC, I , IN, R

DANIEL WOODWARD HOUSE
5 Bartlett Street, South Gardiner

The land on which this Federal style house stands was once part of a 122 3/8 acre farm which in 1822 Robert
Hallowell Gardiner deeded to the trustees of the Gardiner Lyceum (constructed in 1822) for $1.00, from
which the income should be used ‘‘to purchase chemical and philosophical apparatus and books for said
Institution.” The Lyceum sold the property to Daniel Woodward in 1824 for $1,223.75, and he had this house
erected c. 1825. The twelve over twelve and twelve over eight windows appear to be original, as well as the
wooden fan over the door.
NC, R, RHG, ST, W
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ISAAC LAPHAM HOUSE

Smithtown Road, Pittston

Roger Lapham, Sr., came to Pittston and bought land on the Kennebec River in 1784, according to Hanson’s
History o f Gardiner, Pittston and West Gardiner. His son Isaac Lapham, a blacksmith associated with
shipbuilding, had this Federal style house erected on this land c. 1814. Isaac’s son E.A. Lapham, a carpenter,
logger and farmer, is shown as the second owner of this house on the Kennebec County map dated 1879. The
house is a one-room-deep structure ornamented only around the doorway, which has the standard Federal
entablature, simple fan, and Federal pilasters flanking the door. The windows, which appear to be the
original six over six, have casings slightly projecting from the wall.
C, I, IN, R

NEHEMIAH HOOPER’S TAVERN

Route 27, Pittston

This one-time tavern, or “ house of ordinary,” was constructed in 1813 for Nehemiah Hooper, a prominent
shipwright in Pittston, on land formerly owned by John and Thomas Agry. Presumably this tavern served the
passengers who traveled that route by stagecoach, first running from Pittston to Brunswick and then from
Wiscassett to Augusta, starting in 1811. It was sold in 1814 to Daniel Hooper, and again in 1818 to Samuel
Nichols, a mariner, who used Agry wharf on the Kennebec to ship hay from neighborhood farms to the West
Indies and to receive in return a load of merchandise and rum which he disposed of in the area. The present
owners are restoring the building and state that they intend to use it as an antique show room. This house is a
very simple Federal structure, having originally two chimneys, few decorations around the entrance door, and
an ell at the rear which has been replaced. Within a few hundred yards of this building the remains of a
trading post c. 1649 have been unearthed in an archaeological dig at Agry’s Point on the Kennebec.

C, I, IN, R
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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

35 Highland Avenue, Gardiner

Methodism first came to Gardiner in 1800. In the early
days, Methodist circuit riders served the communities of
Augusta, Hallowell and Gardiner-Pittston, with the first
building erected in 1802 at Bowman’s Point in Farmingdale. It served until 1821 when floods severely damaged the
building. The congregation met for a year in the St. Ann’s
Episcopal building, when the Episcopalians moved to their
new stone edifice. In 1822 Richard Clay invited the
Methodists to meet in a newly constructed “ Yellow
Meeting House” at the corner of High St. and Winter St.,
now the Free Methodist Church, where they met until the
present Federal style building was constructed in 1828 by
master builder Michael Woodward, on land donated by
Robert Hallowell Gardiner.
At first the pulpit was located in the front of the sanctuary
with the congregation facing the doors from the street,
and galleries on three sides. The pews were reversed in
1838, and the clock, belfry and steeple added in 1855 to
blend in a very classical fashion with the original section.
In 1884 it was painted typical Queen Anne colors of light
green with a dark green trim. In 1892 the structure escaped
being torn down for a completely new building by two
votes. Windows have changed from clear glass to stained
glass, to frosted glass, and back again to stained glass. The
1828 deed was to Trustees: Thomas Atkins, Maltiah
Lawrence, Ebenezar Moore, John Moore, Ichabod
Plaisted, Marvel Springer, Moses Springer, Jr., John
Russell and Michael Woodward.
H, HKM, I, J, M E
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THE GREEK REVIVAL STYLE
1830’s - 1850’s
Greek Revival architectural modes and details have been applied not only to the grand mansions, but also to
the humblest Cape Code farm dwellings. This style appears in this survey in two basic forms, the temple style,
most commonly found in the Kennebec Valley, and the more restrained use of Greek building shapes and
decorative elements in more modest homes. The temple form reproduces Greek temples along the Kennebec,
with varying amounts of decoration. The more common application of the Greek theme is on houses of all
kinds, sometimes resulting in major changes in design or reorientation of a house. Pilasters, columns,
pediments and wide friezes are the identifying characteristics.

JOHN THOMAS MOORE AND
SETH GAY MOORE HOUSE

49 Pleasant Street, Gardiner

“ Patten House”

The most outstanding of the many Greek Revival houses in Gardiner and the central Kennebec Valley is this
1850 Prostyle, where the portico spans only a part of the front. There are numerous details which contribute
spirit to this house: fluted pilasters at the corner with floral carvings at the top, the floral carvings on the roof
of the pediment, the round window within the pediment, and the recessed panels under the eaves and in the
chimneys, as well as the octagonal cupola. John S. Mitchell bought this house from the builders J.T. Moore
and S.G. Moore in 1855, and his daughter Susan inherited it. Her husband, Freeman Patten, a successful
businessman, served his city as mayor (1899-1900), a bank director, and president of the Board of Trade.
Mitchell was head of the firm of Mitchell, Wilson and Co., who were traders on the river, dealing largely with
California.
HKM, IN, NC, R
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WILLIAM COOPER HOUSE

170 Water Street, Randolph

The 1879 map of Pittston Village shows
this house and another at the corner of
Kinderhook, the second house away, plus
extensive docks across the road on the
riverside as belonging to the Cooper
Estate. William Cooper is listed in
Hanson’s History o f Gardiner, Pittston
and West Gardiner as a merchant and
shipbuilder. This Greek Temple, erected
c. 1847, remained in the Cooper family
until 1907. It has variations on the temple
style: no window in the pediment, a
completely flush-boarded facade, and an
off-center front window which has
apparently been converted to a doorway.
It is almost the mirror image of the house
across the river at 75 River Avenue.

H, K, R

WILLIAM BRADSTREET HOUSE

75 River Avenue, Gardiner

This Greek Revival temple house was
constructed in 1848 for William and
William W. Bradstreet (son) on land that
had been owned by Rufus Gay and
Robert Thompson. William Bradstreet,
who was in the shipbuilding business with
Peter Grant, married his daughter Abigail
J., grand-daughter of William Barker.
William W. Bradstreet married Julia S.
Tarbox, daughter of Captain James
Tarbox. This temple has a back hall plan,
typical of the Kennebec Valley, with the
entrance on the side and the hall
extending along the rear of the main
section. There are four square columns
forming the temple front, and the facade
is flush-boarded to resemble stone. The
parlor windows are triple sash, typical in
Gardiner. There is a virtually identical
house within sight across the river.

H, IN, K, R, W
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PETER GRANT HOUSE*

10 Grant Street, Farmingdale

The Peter Grant House was constructed in 1830, as ascertained from an examination of the tax assessment
records in Hallowell, of which Farmingdale was then a part. An earlier home, 1812, had been built on the site
by Grant, but it burned and was rebuilt at least once. This Greek Revival temple style residence, situated on a
rise overlooking the Kennebec River, reflects a dignity befitting the commercial success of the owner who, in
1836, left an estate valued at $107,628.09. Peter Grant (1770-1836) was born in Berwick, Maine, a fourth
generation of an earlier Peter Grant, who came from Scotland and was the ancestor of numerous Grant
families in Maine and New Hampshire. Peter came to Gardiner in 1790 with his father Captain Samuel Grant,
achieving success in lumbering and ship-building. They provided the first masts from near Aina, Maine, for
the Frigate Constitution launched in Boston in 1797.
Peter soon involved himself extensively in land speculation and shipping, eventually achieving ownership of
more than 200 acres, including his ship-building and shipping docks on the riverfront, at Bowman’s Point,
slightly upstream from the foot of Grant Street. He became a man of prominence in banking and other
commercial ventures. His son Samuel married a daughter of Dr. Benjamin Vaughan, a patriarch of Hallowell.
A later resident of the house was Captain John Drew who left the sea in the 1870’s for awhile to settle down
with his family. He had gone to sea at age eleven, becoming a captain at twenty. He married a Farmingdale
farmer’s daughter Anna Louise Lancaster. Sometimes she and the children sailed with Drew, who by 1880
had visited all the world’s famous ports, rounding Cape Horn fifteen times and the Cape of Good Hope more
than forty. He was well qualified to write for the Boston Journal and the Hallowell Register under the pen
name Kennebecker.
,
H, HPC, IN, K, NC, P, R
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NATHANIEL KIMBALL HOUSE

220 Main Street, Gardiner

Captain Nathaniel Kimball (1794-1862), one of the old sea captains plying clipper ships in the China trade and
later for eighteen years, beginning in 1837, a master of steamboats running from Hallowell to Boston, had
this Greek temple style house built in 1846 across the street from his wharf on the Kennebec as a wedding gift
to his daughter Julia, who married Dr. Frederick C. Theobald. In 1877 its ownership passed to members of
the Stone family, for Colonel John Stone was Julia’s grandfather. In 1912 Dr. Bert E. Lamb, who was to
become mayor of Gardiner for two terms, purchased the house for his bride Lucretia H. Ring with the
promise that they would remain on Main Street, and she could bring certain fixtures from the Ring
homestead, a few doors up the street. And so, we find here today the mid-Victorian chandelier and fireplace
mantel, as well as the Dominican mahogany stair rail originally installed by Captain Kimball.
The house went through a recent period as a convalescent home, prior to being used for offices. The four
columns across the front are really neo-Federal, and the windows are standard sixes. This side-hall house is
somewhat narrower than most Maine Greek Temples. This house is within the Gardiner corporate city limits
because when Farmingdale was set off as a separate community in 1852 Dr. Theobald was the Gardiner
Postmaster and it was desired to keep him and his postoffice home within the city limits.
J, H K M , K , M X , N C , R , VG
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EDWARD SWAN HOUSE

75 Dresden Avenue, Gardiner

This mini-temple is quite unusual, with its
one and one half story construction, for it
incorporates many of the features and
attractions of the larger temple of the day,
including square columns, triple sash
parlor windows, and the portico which
can really be used as a shaded sitting
porch. It was apparently built for rental,
for none of the owners lived in the house
themselves until the late 1960’s. It was
built in 1847 for Edward Swan
(1783-1860) who was the city treasurer
from 1819 to 1833. He purchased the lot
for this house from the parish of Christ
Church in 1845. It is in the original land
disposition as “ parsonage” from
Sylvester Gardiner’s will in 1786, setting
aside ten acres south of the Common,
between Dresden Avenue and Lincoln
Avenue, extending to Danforth Street.

G, M A, R, T

Built in 1851 the Whitmore House was the
family homestead for 66 years. The
original owner, Dr. C hadbourne
Whitmore, moved to Brunswick Hill in
1856 for his home and office, but other
family members continued to come and
go. In a 1908 interview for the Lewiston
Journal Sarah McLellan Whitmore
recalled teaching at the Gardiner Lyceum,
out-living most of her pupils. She shared
this home with her brother Nathaniel
whose law practice spanned nearly 60
years. He specialized in real estate,
railroad and mercantile interests. He
never married, but was influential in the
lives of four nephews who read law with
him and were admitted to the bar from his
office.

WHITMORE HOMESTEAD
28 Kingsbury Street, Gardiner
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When the Riverside Realty Company
handled this property in 1938 it was
described as: “2Vi story frame house
connected to a 2-story ell, barn and out
buildings.” The present owner removed
portions, leaving a stubby ell on the right
side. This fine Greek Revival house had
many unusual features: an entrance on
the facade with a vestibule and side hall,
an ell on the side rather than on the rear, a
triparte window in the pediment and three
columns instead of four. At the base of
the porch is a balustrade with large handturned balusters. HKM, K, MC, P, R

TWO BRICK CAPES

113 Central Street and 682 Water Street, Gardiner

These two neat brick houses are examples of the Greek Revival style adapted to middle class housing. These
Greek versions of the old Federal Cape feature an entablature running under the eaves, simple granite lintels
over the doors and windows, and square sidelights flanking the doors. Brick was a natural choice for the mid
nineteenth century in Gardiner because brickmaking flourished under the business leadership of such men as
A.K. Morrell. It is said that fully seven-eighths of all brick used in Gardiner was produced by Morrell before
his death in 1885. The house at 113 Central Street (top) was built for Joseph Ring c. 1847 and the one at 682
Water Street (bottom) was built for Joseph W. Lunt c. 1848.
BR, H K M , K, M C , R
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HILDRETH-LEMONT HOUSE
105 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

An ad in an 1851 newspaper reads: “ For
sale or let - one half of the Brick Block on
Brunswick Street fronting the Common,
built by Hildreth and Lemont - containing
room for two genteel families.” This 1848
three-story Greek Revival is made in the
same brick-with-granite trim style so
popular along Water Street. It has granite
lintels, an entablature, and dormers with
Greek-type pediments above them. Brick,
while widely used through the Greek
period, was rarely used later for a house.
In 1857 Dr. Stephen Whitmore bought the
north side, and in 1868 acquired the south
side of this house which remained in his
family until 1938. When Dr. and Mrs.
John Denison moved to Gardiner in the
late 1950’s they saw great possibilities for
this handsome structure. Following
extensive renovations, it was transformed
into a three-story Town House, with
doctor’s offices occupying the full first
floor. The first floor has now been
converted to an attractive apartment.

JOHN STONE HOUSE
25 Washington Avenue, Gardiner

NC, K, R

The 1850 Gardiner tax evaluation records
show: “ John Stone, unfinished house,
Wash. St.” and the 1893 History o f
Christ Church tells of the ministry
(1840-47) of Reverend William Robinson
Babcock during which “ he rented the
house of Jason Collins because he could
not make the old rectory habitable and he
had a large garden where Mr. John
Stone’s house now stands.” John Stone
was one of four sons of Colonel John
Stone who settled in the area in 1796.
John was a principal groceryman on
Water St., with a large credit business,
and settlements were made once a year.
Many customers were mill workers, and
their accounts were settled on the first day
of January each year. He made two trips
to Boston (spring and fall) and goods
were brought up by coasting schooners.
The maps of 1856 and 1879 show
“ Stone” residences in seven locations,
plus four business locations.
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This house is one of the better examples
of the Kennebec Valley Greek Revival
style where the roof slopes toward the
facade with pilasters on the corners and a
heavy entablature in the gable. The barn
reflects the shape of the house. The porch
is perhaps 1900-10.
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JOSHUA D. WARREN HOUSE

Intersection Highway 27 and 194, Pittston
“ Tuttle’s Antiques”

An 1850 Moses Pond & Co. heating and cooking stove built into the original chimney of this typical Kennebec
Valley house helps to date it as being constructed c. 1850 during the 1846 to 1865 period when Joshua D.
Warren owned the lot. As in the church next door, here we have an extremely eclectic use of styles: the shape
and typical back hall floor plan, together with the Greek Revival pilasters and entablature; the unusual Gothic
Revival pointed window; the Italianate return of the eaves; and the Federal wooden fan over the side door.
The bay windows appear to be original, and the whole effect is quite pleasing to the non-purist.

C, IN, R, VR

JAMES AND JOHN T. STONE HOUSE

152 Main Avenue, Farmingdale

This 1840-45 Greek style double-wing house is unusual—unusual because of the wings on a Greek style
building and unusual because it has many features of the later Gothic period, such as bay windows, Gothic
windows in the gable and a pediment. Yet, it is Greek in its entablature, pilasters, colonnades and
colonnaded porches.
Hanson’s History o f Gardiner carries an advertisement in the back: “ J. & J.T. Stone, wholesale and retail
dealer in foreign and domestic dry goods. They keep on hand an extensive assortment of feathers and
carpetings.” Descendants of the Stone families lived in this house until 1913. The deeds always described two
identical properties ‘‘divided at the center line of the dividing wall of the double house” until 1979 when it
was purchased by one owner.
C, F, J, HKM, R
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THE GOTHIC REVIVAL STYLE

1840’s - 1850’s

The Gothic Revival style when applied to churches was based on the great medieval monuments in England,
typically displaying the pointed arch windows and doors, the windows sometimes containing double arches
within the frame. Another feature, the pinnacle, has rarely survived to this day. These houses have more
modest but equally picturesque features: intricately carved barge boards, steep-pitched roofs, and the vertical
emphasis achieved with board and batten construction.

ROBERT T. GOULD HOUSE

140 Main Avenue, Farmingdale

“ Dr. Heath House”

Constructed c. 1850, this Gothic Revival house has many identifying features: a symmetrical facade, peaked
gable over the portico, small hooded ornaments over the two front windows, and lancet windows in the front
gable as well as on the sides. It is a sort of two and a half-story Cape, also having some Italianate influence in
the double brackets under the eaves. Most noteworthy of the occupants was Dr. Gertrude E. Heath
(1859-1935) who practiced homeopathic medicine in Gardiner from 1884-1918, specializing in eye and ear
cases. She lived in this house with her widowed mother beginning in 1895, having lost her father as one of the
early volunteers in the Civil War in his first engagement in 1862. Dr. Heath was also popularly known as an
artist, specializing in direct interpretation of nature for children’s books as well as for illustrating her poetry.
Her 1899 Flag Song, set to music by Kate Vannah, was sung all over the country, and a large copy of it hung
for many years in the Plummer Street School.
H K M , J, N C , R
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HENRY A. MORRELL HOUSE
67 Highland Avenue, Gardiner
Henry A. Morrell bought this lot in 1855
and had this Gothic Revival house built
between 1855 and 1859, undoubtedly
using bricks from the nearby family
brickworks. This could well be the last
brick dwelling to be built in Gardiner.
Morrell moved to Pittsfield, Maine, but
kept in touch with the local scene through
articles he wrote for the Gardiner Home
Journal under the pen name Juniper.
Samuel Amee then became the owner. His
son passed the property on to daughter
Lucy who, in 1906, willed it to the United
Methodist Church. This building was
used as a parsonage until 1938 when it
became the Amee Boarding House for
Working Girls. The property was sold in
1972. It has a Greek revival gable end,
and side hall plan, but in place of pilasters
and an entablature there are barge
boards, done with a jigsaw and extending
up into the eaves. The porch and dust pan
dormers are a later addition.
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REVEREND J.W. HANSON HOUSE

116 Dresden Avenue, Gardiner

This house was built in 1853 on a lot purchased from General Arthur Plummer by Reverend J.W. Hanson,
author of the 1852 History o f Gardiner, Pittston and West Gardiner. Reverend Hanson was the second
minister (1850-54) of the Universalist Church, after its organization in 1843. Deeds show that he owned the
house on this lot until 1868. He was living in Dubuque, Iowa, when he gave title to the next owner. This
Gothic Revival style with board and batten siding, revealed on the garage but covered on the main structure,
presents what is often called “ picturesque architecture.” The vertical emphasis in the gable contains barge
boards cut in a gingerbread pattern, known as “ Carpenter Gothic.”
H, IN, K, R
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OAKLANDS*
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End of Dresden Avenue, Gardiner

Robert Hallowell Gardiner returned to
the area in 1803, ready to straighten out
and manage the holdings willed to him by
his grandfather Dr. Sylvester Gardiner.
At his grandfather’s death in 1786 the best
strategy seemed to be to let the properties
remain unattended until the young heir
should come on the scene, fearing the
expense would be in vain should he not
live to claim his inheritance. He came with
no inclinations or training in business, but
his cousin Charles Vaughan in Hallowell
helped in steering him on the right course.
After clarifying the titles of his extensive
property, Robert Hallowell Gardiner
embarked on the task of developing the
city of Gardiner over the next sixty-one
years. His business enterprises included: 6
dams for providing power, 13 sawmills
running at one time, gristmills, shipyards,
foundries, a brick mill, broom making,
furniture manufacture, paper making and
the ice-harvesting business. Among Mr.
Gardiner’s special charities were the
building of Christ Church Episcopal in
1820 and the Lyceum. The Lyceum was
the first technical and agricultural school
to be opened in this country, first to
receive state funding and first to be
governed by the students themselves.
He m arried Emma Jane T udor
(1785-1865) of Boston, in 1805, and an
1820 census reports that 22 persons were
residing in the first Oaklands which had
been constructed in 1810: nine of their
own children, Mother-in-law Mrs. Tudor,
a tutor, three extra boys for tutoring and
six servants. The first Oaklands burned in
1834 and the present Gothic Revival
mansion was built in 1835-37. Designed
by English-born architect Richard
Upjohn, the Oaklands typifies an English
country manor house and features a
rectangular hip roof, hooded window
m oldings, tu rre ts and elab o rate
stonework. Oaklands is among the first
and finest 19th-century rural villas in
Maine. Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner had quite
a bit of influence in the floor plan and the
decorations. The house is one of a very
few in Maine with dressed stone walls and
rounded chimney pots. The building is
also unique in having retained its 310
acres for a modern operating farm,
preserved from urban or commercial
encroachment.
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CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL*

Opposite the Common, Gardiner
“ Old Stone Church”

This “ old stone church,” consecrated October 18, 1820, is the only remaining parish with Colonial roots still
serving in the Diocese of Maine. Its designer, Reverend Samuel Farmar Jarvis, also preached the sermon at
that service when Christ Church became the fourth Gothic style church to be built in New England. Placed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1971, this building reflects many of the features listed in Batty
Langley’s 1742 British book Gothic Architecture Improved by Rules and Proportions. Some of these are:
battlements, pinnacles (removed in 1841), gallery and chancel pillars, and interior door frames which are
modified pillars treated as pilasters and spanned by original arches topped with finials.
Robert Hallowell Gardiner not only contributed the granite from his Litchfield quarry, but covered
$10,356.03 of the total $14,171.47 cost.
The wooden structure of St. Ann’s which preceeded this church was sold to the city as a town house and the
proceeds used to purchase the Paul Revere Bell that continues to toll. The interior of this striking building
reflects generations of its worshipers in many forms. Among them are: memorial tablets recognizing Dr.
Sylvester Gardiner, Robert Hallowell Gardiner and George Burgess, first Bishop of Maine; stained glass
windows by Boston’s master designer Charles J. Connick; and a brass lantern and marble font.
Gardiner’s first burying ground lies in the churchyard where two outstanding memorial markers can be seen:
a large cross over Bishop Burgess’ grave and the Richard Upjohn Gothic design commemorating the full life
of Robert Hallowell Gardiner.
Other property includes the 1965 connecting parish house designed by Dean Woodward, an 1825 rectory and
the brick house where the parish offices and the curate’s apartment are located. G, J, L, M X, NC, RHG
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OLD UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

52 Church Street, Gardiner

“ The Yellow Church”

This Gothic Revival church was erected in 1843 on the site of a blockhouse constructed in 1763 for protection
from the Indians. Originally the home of the Universalists, it was organized under the lay leadership of
Honorable Parker Sheldon who edited a combination religious and secular weekly The Christian Intelligencer
and Gospel Advocate and was also mayor of Gardiner. This group of religious liberals, believing in
“ universal salvation,” had been meeting since 1821 in a schoolhouse beside the Common. They had been
inspired by the preaching of Reverend John Murray, who had come from England in 1780 and toured the
Northeast where he found a ready following. There were over 250 organized Universalist congregations and
societies in the State of Maine in the 19th century.
Noteworthy among the ministers of this congregation were Reverend John W. Hanson, who wrote The
History o f Gardiner, Pittston and West Gardiner, 1602 to 1852, a recognized source book for Gardiner
history and genealogy, and Reverend Charles A. Hayden, under whose leadership the vestry was constructed
in 1877 and in whose honor it was named in 1927. The church, in its original state with its steeple and clock,
was an extremely sophisticated example in wood of the Gothic Revival style with its pinnacles, lancet windows
and pilasters. Records indicate that it had the only public, clock in the city at that time. The steeple and clock
were removed in the early 1920’s for safety reasons. The church and congregation changed to the United
Church of Christ-Congregational denomination in 1964.
H , J, N C , N F
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THE OCTAGON FORM

1850’s - 1860’s

The Octagon form of architecture was conceived in 1848 in the prolific mind of Orson Squire Fowler,
phrenologist and author of books on sex, family relations and many other subjects. His book A Home fo r
All, or, the Gravel Wall and Octagon Mode o f Building struck the fancy of a certain few, just as the geodesic
dome of the 1970’s did.

JESSE TUCKER HOUSE

Hallowell Road, West Gardiner

Orson Fowler’s theory about the Octagon shape is that there is one fifth more liveable space in it than in a
square shape with the same circumference. Besides, he said, “ It has greater beauty because it approaches
more closely the sphere, the predominant form of nature.” His practical logic said that it makes for better
heating and a more compact internal floor plan, saving a vast number of steps. Octagon houses have been
erected in more than 20 states, and Maine has its share, with at least fifteen houses and several other octagons
used for barns, stores and public buildings. At the end of the 19th century Maine chose the Octagon for its
State Pavilion at the Columbian Exhibition in Chicago, used as a showcase for Maine’s building products,
native granite, slate and timber. At the end of the Exhibition it was disassembled and transported to Poland
Spring, and in 1895 it was dedicated as a museum, library and art gallery.
The West Gardiner Octagon was built by Jesse Tucker in 1856 on land his father had cleared, replacing a
more standard structure. Jesse died a year later from a fall off the roof. Generations of Tuckers have lived in
this house, one family as late as 1930, and another until 1940. A little private cemetery lies nearby.
NC, RW , S
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THE ITALIANATE STYLE

1850’s - 1870’s

Italianate houses are most imposing and impressive structures with their large square form and broadly
overhanging eaves. The largest examples usually have cupolas. The decorative features include porticos,
porches, balconies and horizontal projecting elements which are usually supported by rows of single or paired
brackets and, as in our sampling, some owners did not hesitate to add these elements to already existing
houses of a different style.

MYRICK HOPKINS HOUSE

80 Highland Avenue, Gardiner

In 1823, Myrick Hopkins (1800-1891)
came to Gardiner in the employ of
Nutting & Cook, tanners. They did a
fine business in hides and wool, in which
the good judgment of Mr. Hopkins
proved very valuable. Nevertheless, he
soon found the firm was his debtor for a
considerable amount of money, and it
became insolvent. In partial settlement
Mr. Hopkins took the little office and
store which had been their headquarters
and continued the business on his own
account as long as he lived.
In 1859 he had this severely styled
Italianate home erected, second in size
only to the Oaklands in the Gardiner area.
The bricks came from the Hiram K.
Morrell brick works and cost $3.87Vi per
thousand. There have been few changes in
the structure, most notably the addition
of a small portico in the Colonial Revival
style. It is a transitional house in that it
incorporates certain Greek Revival
features in the very austere door
surround, the brick pilasters, and its fivebayed facade. Like many early houses in
Gardiner it was sited toward the Kennebec
River.
Myrick Hopkins was a seventh generation
descendant of Stephen Hopkins, the
Pilgrim, who came on the Mayflower in
1620. When Gardiner was organized in
1850, he became an alderman; for many
years he served as warden at Christ
Church; for more than twenty years he
was active in securing a railroad for
Gardiner; he was a stockholder in the
steamship line; he was a director of the
Gardiner Bridge Company; and at his
death he was a director of the Oakland
Bank. With the exception of a 15-year
period just prior to 1979 this house has
remained in the same family.

HKM, IN, J, K, R
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ALBION K.P. STROUT HOUSE

66 School Street, Gardiner

The Register of Deeds, as of December 2,
1878, lists property at this address
transferred from Albion K.P. Strout to
Myra E. Strout: “ Lots & bdgs., being
house recently built by me and now
occupied by me.” This house is located on
the western edge of Lot #2 of the
“ settlers’ lots” owned by Seth Gay. It is a
very sophisticated example of the
Italianate style, probably built by the
same carpenter-builder as the house at 64
Church because the brackets under the
eaves are the same. On the whole, it is a
much simpler and smaller house, but in
the same style.
HKM, IN, R

CHARLES A. WHITE HOUSE

A newspaper of May 19, 1875 reports:
“ Charles A. White has decided to build a
new mansion this summer on his lot
corner Church and Pleasant Streets and
will remove the house now on the lot so as
to front Pleasant Street, and will rent it.”
C.A. and J.D. White owned an apothe
cary shop at 72 Water Street from 1852 to
1871 and were both brokers for the New
York Stock Exchange, as well as directors
of the Gardiner Gas Light Co. This house
is perhaps the best example of Italianate
style in Gardiner and might more properly
be called High Victorian Italianate
because it has iron cresting on the top of
the cupola and peak ornaments over the
windows, some of which have small neoColonial urns on them. The console
decorations at the corners of the cupola
are seldom seen. There are banks of twostory multiple windows and unusually
large brackets under the eaves. The
somewhat smaller house still stands
adjacent to this Italianate “ mansion,” to
the south on Pleasant Street.

NC, R, W

62 Church Street, Gardiner

S.W. BATES HOUSE*

67 Lincoln Avenue, Gardiner

“ The Robinson House”

Built for S.W. Bates prior to 1856, and remodeled in 1870, this typical example of the vernacular Italianate
style is on the National Register in recognition of Edwin Arlington Robinson (1869-1935), three-time Pulitzer
Prize winner, who lived here for the first 22 years of his life. After two years at Harvard, he returned to
Gardiner and remained until going to New York in 1897. In Gardiner he found employment at odd jobs, but
most of his time was occupied in wide and eager reading, in writing, playing the violin, and meeting with
friends of the Quadruped Club, a source of happiness and enjoyment for him. Activity at the meetings of this
club consisted of discussing his scribbled writings which set forth his philosophical searching. At this time he
had a dominating desire to write. In Gardiner he found the characters and life stories for his writings. Later he
met their counterparts in the outside world, for they were typical and not unique. He enjoyed the first thrill of
authorship with the publication of The Torrent and the Night Before while living in this house. Many of his
little blue paper-covered books, inscribed with the regards of the author and sent forth with the hope of their
good reception, were given to friends here. He was first encouraged locally by the poet A.T. Schumann, and
later by Laura E. Richards. World wide attention and fame came to him while he was living in New York
City.

A Robinson Commemorative Tablet, designed by the noted architect Henry B. Shepley, stands on the
Gardiner Common: TO THE MEMORY OF EDWIN ARLINGTON ROBINSON
1869 - 1935
THINKER
SEER
POET
WHOSE CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH WERE SPENT IN
GARDINER
A MAN OF HEROIC CHARACTER
STEADFAST PURPOSE AND SHINING
GENIUS
WHOSE POEMS HAVE KINDLED IN MANY HEARTS AN UNDYING FLAME
THIS
TABLET IS DEDICATED
AD XCMXXXVI.
E, H K M , H P C , M A , N C , R
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COLONEL JOHN STONE HOUSE

17 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

Col. John Stone (1772-1848), the first generation in Gardiner, arrived in 1796 and worked as a blacksmith. He
helped rebuild dam #1 on the Cobbossee in 1822. In the War of 1812 he commanded a military regiment of
Companies with several hundred men from neighboring communities and was stationed at Fort Edgecomb,
Wiscassett, in the fall of 1814, but “ the British never came.” He had this house built in 1805 on land secured
from Robert Hallowell Gardiner on lots 19 and 20 of the Dudley Hobart survey of 1803. His business block
was located to the north of the house at the SW corner of Water and Brunswick, at #38 and #40, carrying a
line of carpeting, crockery and glassware.
This house is wearing a disguise. It has the original five-bayed facade, and the low Federal shape as opposed
to the higher shape of the Italianate. It has been made Italianate-looking by putting the cupola on top,
extending the eaves with brackets underneath them, and adding the Italianate vestibule. The telltale
characteristics of the earlier period are the six over six windows and the Federal door and fan. The
modifications were probably made c. 1870, and the asbestos shingles added in more recent years. Today we
must recognize the disguise and call it Italianate, adding: “ Some people will go to great lengths to present a
H , H K M , J, M A , P , R , VG
more youthful appearance!”

44

ROBERT THOMPSON HOUSE

138 Main Street, Farmingdale

“ Dr. Church House”

On September 25, 1803 Dudley B. Hobart completed his survey of lots along the Kennebec River north of the
Cobbossee Stream. That same day Lot #9 was purchased by Dr. James Parker, one of Gardiner’s earliest and
most noted physicians, where he built a predecessor to this house. His wife, Henry Dearborn’s step-daughter
Dorcas, was one of the early members of the Church of New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian).
That earlier home was bought by Robert Thompson (1806-1888), a Scotsman, who took over the Lyman &
Clark Pottery in 1839, Gardiner’s first pottery works. By 1850 his company had an invested capital of $5000
and was turning out $6500 worth of stoneware yearly. Seven men were employed at an average monthly wage
of $30. They used 150 tons of clay and 500 cords of wood to fire the kilns. Thompson was also a
Swedenborgian, an enthusiastic member of the Mechanics Association, Mayor (1853), and president of the
Gardiner Savings Institution.
Following an 1866 fire at the pottery works, which destroyed two other buildings, this fine Italianate house
was built in 1867. It is a close rival in sophistication to that at 64 Church Street, and may have had the same
architect or builder because the eave treatment and brackets are very similar. The Colonial doorway is a later
addition. The house was given to Mr. Thompson’s daughter Lucy who married James A. Jackson, the
druggist, and she lived here until 1907. Since 1923 this property has been associated with Dentist Dr. Carroll
L. Church, whose home it was for nearly fifty years.
B R , F, H K M , J, N F , R
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GENERAL ARTHUR PLUMMER HOUSE

126 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

When Arthur Plummer was a Brigadier General in
the militia in 1829, he purchased considerable
property east of Brunswick Avenue, said to be
“ second in size only to that of Robert Hallowell
G ardiner.” This Italianate house, originally
constructed c. 1835, was “ all built over” sometime
during the next two ownerships, George W. Chase in
1873 or Stephen W. Tarbox in 1878. It now has a
Colonial Revival porch.
This house is the setting for an example of Edwin
Arlington Robinson’s thesis that material success
often fails to ensure happiness. The man behind his
poem “ Richard Corey” is believed to be Sedgewick
L. Plummer, “ Gardiner’s most famous failure,”
who in 1861 inherited this house and a fortune from his father. After personal tragedies, Sedgewick
Plummer’s successful career as a lawyer, legislator in Massachusetts and founder of “ The Gardiner
Advocate” newspaper deteriorated into a life of drinking, gambling, loss of fortune and eventual death at the
Poor Farm in 1884. Simon and Garfunkel wrote music for “ Richard Corey” and recorded it during the
heyday of their career together in the 1960’s.
HKM, NC, R

HIGHLAND AVENUE SCHOOL BUILDING

Corner, Winter Street, Gardiner

Built in 1877 by carpenter-builder Fuller Dingley, this is one of the few non-residential Italianate style
buildings in the Gardiner area. It combines Italianate roof line and portico influences with Stick under the
eaves, and this is flawlessly carried out in the ell at the right front corner which was added in 1901, according
to two 90-year old neighbors who recalled attending third grade together as the first pupils in the new
addition. This building is symbolic of the increased construction in Gardiner in the last three decades of the
century when six major school buildings were erected, as well as 50% of the downtown business blocks. Two
of the original six schools have found other adaptive uses, and this building has been converted to the
headquarters for School Administrative District 11. An 1856 map shows 13 neighborhood school buildings
within the city limits.
H K M , IN , SR
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FOLLIET T. LALLY HOUSE

136 Main Avenue, Farmingdale

“ The Century House”

George Evans (1797-1867), an early owner of the lot on which this house stands, came to Gardiner in 1818 as a
fledgling lawyer. Evans’ career in law was meteoric and soon took him to the Maine State Legislature, the
National House of Representatives, the United States Senate, and eventually to the Committee for the
Settlement of Mexican Claims, as chairman. His governmental career put him in close touch with such men as
Webster, Clay, Calhoun and Benton, but he was no less a leader in his home town of Gardiner where, among
other things, he established the Evans Hotel.
In 1854 Evans deeded this property to Folliet and Ellen Lally, his daughter. In 1855 a Portland newspaper
carried a story that Charles A. Alexander, a major architect, had designed a house for Lally which was built
on this site and in its one-family status must have been an impressive house. However, in 1865, it was
conveyed to James A. Jackson and Peter Grant for use as a two-family residence and a brick wall was erected
in the basement, as well as an appropriate dividing wall through the center of the house “ with right to use in
common the cistern, pipes and all the water works.” There are thirteen Italian marble fireplaces in the house
and most of the rooms have at least twelve foot ceilings. It now houses eight families in variously shaped
apartments. This is High Victorian Italianate with brackets and porch features. The two triple bay windows
provide an elegant effect, especially where they meet the roof. A deed dated November 4, 1805 from James
Parker to Samuel Elwell for this lot “ on which his house stands” perhaps accounts for the belief that an early
house existed and therefore was entitled to be called “ Century House” early in this century.
H K M , H P C , IN , N C , R
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THE MANSARD STYLE

1850’s - 1880’s

The Mansard style house is usually a basic Italianate structure to which has been added a steeply sloping roof
covering the wall of the top story. Often called a French roof, it was used as a symbol of high European
fashion. Its practicality is that it allows for the addition of another story, giving a greater feeling of height.

NATHANIEL STONE HOUSE

164 Main Avenue, Farmingdale

“ The Ring House”

This extremely unusual Mansard style house is the only local example of the roof style made popular in
France in the 17th century by the great architect Francois Mansart in his design of the Louvre in Paris,
although it does appear in most other Maine regions. It is a Mansard and yet it has a fairly Italianate style
cupola which is similar to the triple window cupolas on most big Italianate houses in town. It has an extremely
high foundation on a hill, doubtlessly meant to give the house a more imposing quality, which it succeeds in
producing. The finial, bay windows and the eaves brackets identify the Italianate influence.
This house was constructed in 1872 for Nathaniel Stone. Among other early owners were Uriah Stone, Delia
Stone, W.H. Ring and Daughters Frances G. Atwood and Lucretia H. Lamb. Lucretia is the daughter who
married Dr. Bert E. Lamb, dentist and one-time Gardiner mayor, and lived at 220 Main Avenue on condition
that certain of the cherished Ring house fixtures would be installed in her new home. The name of W.H.
Ring, grocer and provisions dealer, appears on several other deeds of property in Gardiner.
C, F, H K M , J, R
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STICK AND HIGH VICTORIAN GOTHIC
1850’s -1880’s
The period after the Civil War, until about 1880, was among the most “ eclectic” in the history of American
decoration. Differentiations between styles became less important, and many decorative influences competed
simultaneously - Italian, French, Gothic, Swiss, Moorish, etc. - often combined within a single building.
Stick-like geometric gable or porch decorations (called “ Stick style” ornaments) were frequently joined to
buildings with Gothic windows or Mansard roofs. The Gothic of this period was more vertical and energetic,
and is referred to as “ High Victorian” to differentiate it from pre-Civil War Gothic.

CHARLES A. ELDRIDGE HOUSE
147 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner
This house is Gardiner’s only real
example of the Stick style. It must also be
labeled High Victorian Gothic, referring
to the asymmetry of the shape, the hoods
over the windows, and the widely over
hanging roof. The most striking feature is
the gable with its double overhang and the
Stick elements. This lot was purchased by
Charles A. Eldridge from Robert
Hallowell Gardiner’s heirs in 1869, and he
and his father Richard Eldridge built the
house in 1871. Additions and improve
ments were made in 1941.
HKM , NC, R

JOSEPH BRADSTREET HOUSE
93 Highland Avenue, Gardiner
Richard Clay owned this lot until 1852, along with
extensive properties along the river where he
constructed two brigs: the Panope (1832) and the
Citizen (1833). He married Olive Bradstreet, of the
shipbuilding family, and her nephew, Joseph
Bradstreet, owned this lot 1852-71 when this house was
constructed. It probably started out as a more modest
structure with Italianate features that included a side
hall plan, brackets at the corners and an Italianate
portico. In 1886 Myrick Hopkins, who lived across the
street at #80, bought it for his newly married daughter
Sophronia Woodward. She proceeded to enliven the
appearance with the tall tower bay on the front, the
three-story bays on the side, and the cathedral-like
feeling with lancet door, lancet windows, vertical lines
and iron cresting. Another of her interests was the
formation of a local chapter of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals which was responsible
for the installation of a drinking fountain for smaller
animals under the horse trough in Depot Square. A later
occupant, Fred S. Thorne, owned the Gardiner Meat
Company, forerunner of the nationally known Armour
Meat Packing Company.
N F , R , VG
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SHERBURN LAWRENCE
HOUSE
Riverview Avenue, South Gardiner
Sherburn was the third son of the eleven
children of Charles and Eleanor
Lawrence. While working with his father
and brothers in the lumber business he
served the city of Gardiner in many
capacities: harbor master, surveyor of
lumber, measurer of wood and bark,
measurer of logs and weigher of hay, coal
and grain, as well as acting as Postmaster
of South Gardiner for 13 years. Then he
and his four brothers took over the
lumber mill in 1887, where he served as
president from 1888 to 1895. During this
period they also experimented with the ice business, erecting ice houses on both sides of the river. They found
they could provide employment for about 100 men in the ice houses during the winter for harvesting and
shipping, as well as in the sawmills during the better weather. He married Julia Stanford of South Gardiner,
and they had this house constructed c. 1870, across the street from their mills. This is Gothic Revival with
multi-gabled roof, barge boarding and labeled moldings over all the windows. Most of the windows are
double or triple sash, and there is an elaborate portico over the main entrance to one side of the facade.
IN , K , R

WILLIAM WALLACE BROWER HOUSE

Riverview Avenue, South Gardiner
This high Victorian Gothic-Swiss
Chalet piques the imagination.
Perhaps the solution to the riddle of
why this location was chosen lies in
the fact that William Brower,
having made a fortune in potash,
used chiefly in fertilizer, summered
in this house after he had it
constructed in 1873 in the South
G ard in er settlem en t o f the
Lawrence family. He had married
Georgianna, daughter of Charles
and Eleanor Lawrence in 1865 and
would come to this summer home
from New York City on their yacht,
which could be tied up at a dock in
front of the house. The house
continues to this day to be used
principally in the summer.
The Swiss Chalet elements are the
extreme overhang of the gables
which have to be supported by
pillars because of their weight, the
Stick style decoration in the gables,
and the decorative balconies. The
peaked canopy extends all the way
back into the ell. The style of this
house is an extremely unusual one
for Maine.
IN , K , R

50

THE QUEEN ANNE STYLE

1880’s - 1900’s

The Queen Anne house is characterized by irregularity of plan, shapes, planes, texture and color. External
surfaces vary and may well include some half timbered effects as well as clapboards, matched boards and
patterned shingles. Windows are of many shapes and sizes. Upper stories may project and roofs are high with
prominent gables. All but one of our Queen Anne features a round or octagonal tower or turret somewhere
on the front.

LEONARD MOODY HOUSE

Highway 194, East Pittston

“ Victorian Manor”

Leonard Moody (1839-1905) was a native son who, after making a success of real estate in Brooklyn, New
York, returned to the area in 1880. In 1891 he had this 36-room Queen Anne house built, which served as a
retreat in the summer, a guest house for customers and business associates. It was used as a private family
dwelling until 1977 when it was converted to a retirement home for the well.
East Pittston was early an integral part of Pittston with seven schools, four stores and a country fair and race
track which once boasted a balloon ascension and a hand-operated merry-go-round. The most notable
features of this house are the veranda on three sides, the zebra-like flush motif in each gable and the shingle
work which covers all the wall surfaces. The veranda posts are turned spindles, and basically we have the
attributes of the Queen Anne, but being typically Maine, it is very symmetrical. It has two chimneys, the
porch wrap-around and the very pleasing surface detail. Architects for the house were the Brooklyn firm of
Parfitt Brothers. The adjacent stable of this rural mansion had a second floor which included a little theatre
with seating capacity for 200 persons.
H P C , I, I N
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DR. CLARENCE W. JACKSON HOUSE

70 Pleasant Street, Gardiner

Although this highly typical Queen Anne style house was built in 1898, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Wallace are
only the third owners. The house was built for Dr. Clarence W. Jackson, a dentist. When he died Oct. 17,
1924, he was the oldest practicing dentist in the State of Maine. Forty-six of his fifty years of dentistry were
spent in the Gardiner area. In 1910 the house was bought by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Walker, whose father,
Capt. James Walker, founded Walker’s Lumber Co. Their daughter, Helen Walker, continued to live in the
family home until 1970 when it was sold to the Wallaces. The vari-shaped, vari-hued windows, asymetrical
porches and projections, and roof line characterize this delightfully free Queen Anne style.
IN , N C , R

APPLETON D. NICKERSON HOUSE

81 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

This small example of a Queen Anne
house was constructed on property owned
by George Bachelder who had the house
built at #75 where he lived. Bachelder was
a prominent attorney and judge who held
the rank of General when he commanded
the Maine Troops in preparation for the
Aroostook War. This controversy was
settled in 1842 by the Webster-Ashburton
Treaty, fixing the northern boundary with
Canada. The house was built c. 1886 for
Appleton Nickerson who in 1869 was
described as having the “ oldest grocery
house in the city,” dealing in grain, seeds
and groceries. His firm’s name was
Barstow and Nickerson. This is a
different treatment of the Queen Anne
influence, having a total symmetry in its
wrap-around veranda, yet the entrance
and vestibule door are on the side. The
most pleasing aspect of the current
decoration is the three-color treatment
which is a perfect Queen Anne scheme.
K, R
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HARTLEY W. JEW ETT HOUSE

25 Vine Street, Gardiner

Hartley W. Jewett had this Queen Anne style house built at the turn of the century. It incorporates a central
hall plan, a small porch and a large three-story bay to one side. Its notable features are the seldom seen jerk in
the roof, the lunette window in the gable and triangular pediments over the first story windows. All of the
details of this house are idiosyncratic. The house is given prominence by its siting on a considerable rise
overlooking the river. Hartley, the son of James Jewett, who came to Gardiner in 1834, was involved in many
lumber mills, the largest of which was destroyed by Gardiner’s major fire of 1882. He at once invested
$30,000 in the construction of a replacement mill and within a few months was able to achieve an annual
production of 11 million feet of long lumber, 6 million shingles and 4 million laths. Each year he shipped 20
cargoes of 200,000 feet each of lumber to New York City for the decade of the 80’s.
K, R

WILLIAM KANE HOUSE

18 Vine Street, Gardiner

This striking Queen Anne style house is one of the best examples in Gardiner with its three-story octagonal
turret, panelled expanses of walls and multi-paned windows. There is a lively portico with both millwork and
turned ballusters and a complete asymmetry of plan. The main body of the house is clapboarded, but an
apron of shingles extends across the middle, separating the firs) and second floor. Its construction date is c.
1890 and is located on “ Early Settler Lot #2,” with the earliest lot owner after Dr. Sylvester Gardiner listed as
Aaron Perkins. One of the most notable occupants (1900-1930) was Dr. Charles A. Bragdon, a dentist, whose
dental drill still remains in the house. Many older residents recall having appointments with Dr. Bragdon in
his second-floor offices.
IN , N C , R
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CAROLINE NOYES HOUSE

284 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

This extremely lively Queen Anne style
proudly displays its construction date of
1894, and demonstrates that era’s fascina
tion with machine fabricated parts which
could be assembled into ornate designs
such as in the three-story bay window and
the veranda which wraps around the base
of the tower. Mr. and Mrs. Palmer
Noyes, benefactors of the Christian
Science Church, mentioned elsewhere,
were the owners of the property from
1889 to 1920. A projected development of
three streets and 62 houses in the area on
the east side of Brunswick Avenue is a
matter of record, filed by Caroline Noyes
in 1892. At a later period, members of the
Ku Klux Klan often found this location a
focus for their meetings. Newspaper
reports show a picture and story of some
200 Klan members assembled during the
heyday of the organization’s emphasis on
white Anglo-Saxon Protestant partici
pation in politics and public life. The
house has just completed a period of
thirty years’ service as a nursing home,
with the construction of the modern wings
to the rear, and the return of the house to
use as a private residence.
NC, R
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“ Robinson’s”

FREDERIC T. BRADSTREET HOUSE

23 School Street, Gardiner

H o u s e in M e m o r ia m

A news item in the November 15, 1884 issue of the Gardiner Home Journal reported: “ Frederic Bradstreet’s
elegant new house is about completed and will be occupied this week,” and again May 14, 1885: “ Grading is
about completed around the new Bradstreet house.” This must have been a “ grand old house” in its early
days, for it was located upon a very prominent hill overlooking the Kennebec River and the lower downtown
Gardiner street. It was said to have been the very best Queen Anne house in the entire Kennebec Valley
because of its sophisticated features: the port cochere on the side to keep the rain from the carriages; the
extremely tall and decorative chimneys; an unusual cupola for a Queen Anne; the variety of dark colors; and
the irregular roof line in the best tradition. On the whole, it was a very dramatic house, sited on the hill, with
almost a “ castle” feeling. Well-groomed terraces sloped down to the street next to the river.
However, the house was left abandoned for two generations prior to 1965 when it was torn down for the
erection of the present modern house. Children had been allowed to enter at random to find out if it was
really a “ haunted house.” A complete set of architect’s plans for the house was found in a wall when the
house was demolished.
Frederic Bradstreet (1848-1916) married Mary Frances Dearborn March 16, 1874. He and his brothers were
lumber mill operators in South Gardiner, establishing their steam mill in 1881 at the foot of Cannard St.
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GEORGE GRAY HOUSE

24 Washington Street, Gardiner

Like human twins, these look-alike Queen Annes are often thought to be identical until the two photographs
are placed side by side. The top house, constructed c. 1881 can be considered to be exclusively Queen Anne in
decoration, and with its adjacent carriage house it appears to be snug to the ground. It was built for George
Gray, who with his father Joshua was involved extensively in the lumber mills on dams #1 and #2. Joshua also
served his city as a member of the Council and three terms as mayor, plus two terms as State Senator.
J, K , R

FRANK W. DOUGLAS HOUSE
121 Dresden Avenue, Gardiner
The siting of this house, built c. 1891-94,
gives a more impressive perspective to this
“ plan book” Queen Anne because of its
location on high ground. Plans for these
houses were available during this period
from Schopell’s “ Modern Houses,”
published in New York in 1888, and they
are found in many places in New
England. The decoration on this one is
more eclectic than its twin, with brackets
under the eaves, stained glass windows in
the tower and a broken line in the ridge of
the octagonal tower roof.
R
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PITTSTON MEETING HOUSE

Major Reuben Colburn contributed land
in 1783 for a simple meeting house which
was started by subscription by the
residents, to be used by all denomina
tions. When it was found that the private
subscriptions were not adequate, the town
completed it in 1797, and a dedication was
held November 17, 1812. The Queen
Anne-Stick style decorations, including
the steeple, were added at a much later
time. As we see it today, there is a little bit
of shingling and distinctive multi-paned
windows, as well as whimsical brackets
holding up the cover over the door. The
sticking, combined with the open belfry,
was typical of the Queen Anne period,
making the total effect with pilasters and
entablature, very classical. The building
was not used from 1918 to 1946 when a
group of 12 Congregationalists, some
from the former church at the corner of
Route 194, voted to again hold services,
and the Congregationalists have been
meeting there since that time, served by a
full-time minister since 1980.
H, H PC, IN

Old River Road, Colburn Settlement
“ Pittston Congregational Church”

THE SHINGLE STYLE

1880’s - 1900’s

John Calvin Stevens (1855-1940) came upon the architectural scene in 1873 when he was hired as an office boy
by the architect F.H. Fassett in Portland, becoming a partner in 1885 for four years and then launching out
on his own with what he called a “ new outlook,” which developed into the Shingle style. From the 1880’s
until World War I cottages and residences in this style came to dominate the Maine coastal cities. His
emphasis was on the use of local materials, taking care to integrate his buildings into the natural settings. This
was a radical departure from the Queen Anne style which had developed excesses.
SC

FRANK E. BOSTON HOUSE

46 Vine Street, Gardiner

H o u s e in M e m o r ia m

This John Calvin Stevens designed Shingle style was constructed in 1903 for Frank E. Boston, who
coincidentally was born the same year as Stevens, 1855. Frank E. Boston became the breadwinner in his
family at age 10 when he went to work at the Hollingsworth and Whitney Paper Company, on the lowest rung
of the ladder. He soon progressed to machine tender and room foreman, and at age 31 was sent to Braintree,
Massachusetts, to superintend a small paper mill for a few years. Upon his return to Gardiner he was made
superintendent of the Gardiner mills, and then General Manager of the Maine mills, also including Winslow
and Madison. He married Florence E. Goodrich in 1885. He was also president of the Log Driving Company,
a trustee of the Universalist Church, a founder of the Gardiner General Hospital and chairman of its finance
committee.
Upon his death in 1922, his heirs found the extensive house to be a financial burden and had it torn down,
with plans to build three modern homes on the site. Only one was constructed. The carriage house remains to
the south along Dennis Street.
H P C , IN , N F , S C
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

49 Church Street, Gardiner

The parent organization of this church was
formed in 1843. From 1843 to 1888 as many as
six Baptist churches held services in the city.
This group and a Free Baptist Church joined
forces, meeting for a while in a building later to
become the G.A.R. Hall, then erecting this
present building in 1889, followed by the
parsonage in 1890. John Calvin Stevens, noted
Maine architect, designed this and several
similar churches throughout the state,
developing the simple form of the rounded
main section, with a tall square tower and
belfry, an open portico, and a triangular
section on the back. His small-paned windows
in a band across the end, as well as complete
shingling and low profile, have a good
architectural effect. The most valuable and
distinctive feature of this church is its Rose
Window, made by artisans in Germany in a
community destroyed in World War I. The
latest addition (1980) is a stained glass window
dedicated to the memory of Roland W.
Hopkins. The adjoining parsonage was
designed by E.E. Lewis, Togus architect.
E, G B , IN , N C

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

17 Lincoln Avenue, Gardiner

Organized in 1897, this Christian Science Society met for several years in members’ homes and public places
on Water Street. Two members, Mr. and Mrs. Palmer Noyes, presented the Society with this building in 1905,
the first Christian Science church building to be erected in the state. They ultimately also gave the adjoining
building to the west as a parsonage, as well as the bulk of their estate. Mrs. Noyes designed the Queen Anne/
Shingle style with Gothic influences, as evidenced in the tower and windows. Its upper portion of darkly
stained narrow shingles and the bottom field stone bring out the emphasis of a desire to be close to nature and
use simple rustic materials. The building has been most recently used as a developmental activity center for
retarded adults.
HPC, N C
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THE COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLE

1890’s - 1910’s

The Colonial Revival style, which characterized the first decade of the 20th century, brought back many of
the features of earlier periods, drawing heavily on Federal and Queen Anne details to make a new
combination of pleasing decoration.

SWIFT-ELDRIDGE HOUSE

152 Brunswick Avenue, Gardiner

Charles Swift came to Gardiner in 1845, conducting a jewelry business until 1860, when he discovered a wide
market for wood boxes for use by jewelers and druggists, which manufacture he pursued for twenty years.
His son, Charles F. Swift, and wife Sarah J., purchased the lot on which this house stands in 1868 from
Sedgewick L. Plummer, and a basic house was built sometime before 1878 when title transferred to Mary
Eldridge. Mary Eldridge was a sister of Charles Eldridge who built the house across the street at #147 in 1871.
Extensive modifications were made c. 1904. The Colonial style has many of the features of the Queen Anne,
including irregular fenestration, a palladian window over the entrance and a lunette window in the south
gable: There is extremely lavish decoration around the perimeter of the house, with quoins on the corners and
dentiling under the eaves. The Colonial Revival porch has thin ionic columns. Altogether, this is an elegant
house.
K, R, W
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BERRY-MOORE-RICHARDS-MAXCY-HOUSE
H o u s e in M e m o r ia m

58 Dresden Avenue, Gardiner
“The Maxcy House”

Three different styles are shown in the pictures of this house which underwent transforma
tions after its construction c. 1850 on this large lot bounded by Dresden Avenue, Kingsbury Street, and
Pleasant Street. Captain Arthur Berry had it built in the Italianate style. His rank of Captain came about
because he was in charge of a volunteer company ready to participate in the Aroostook War over the northern
boundary of Maine.
In 1871 it went Colonial-late-nineteenth-century with ownership by John T. Richards (brother of Henry and
Francis Richards), Adjutant General for the State of Maine, and Governor of the Soldiers Home at Togus. In
its Colonial appearance the shell was expanded, the windows widened, a two-story bay window added, and
the veranda changed to a columned portico with a deck extending on both sides.
When ownership of the house was transferred in 1901 to Josiah S. Maxcy (1854—1936), the deck was changed
to a multi-paned enclosed porch. It became a fairly grand and ambitious neo-Georgian house in the spirit of
Colonial Revival. Maxcy was closely identified with varied business interests. He was one of the pioneer
builders of waterworks in Maine, beginning in Gardiner in 1885; he served as president of the Gardiner
General Hospital for eighteen years. He lived in this house until his death, and then it was partially
demolished, leaving only the rear ell which now contains apartments at 58 Dresden Avenue. The front door
frame, semi-elipse fan, and door surround with lacy glass divisions now adorn the apartment house at 54-56
Dresden Avenue.
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RURAL MEETING HOUSES
A place of worship was generally the first public building to be constructed in early New England communi
ties. It was the center of social as well as spiritual life, and many times certain functions of the community
were carried on in these meeting houses, especially when facilities were needed for large group meetings.
These meeting houses usually began as the most simple type of structure possible, and the decorations were
added as financial resources allowed.

FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE

Corner Collins Mills and Neck Roads, West Gardiner
This meeting house, now called “ The
Wayside Chapel,” was erected in 1813
on the lot where there stood a house in
which “ preparative” meetings had
been held beginning in 1803. Other
Friends societies had been organized in
Maine, in Vassalboro in 1785, and in
such other communities as Leeds,
China and North Berwick shortly
thereafter. When first erected, this
meeting house must have been very
plain. The Greek Revival decorations
with pilasters, entablature and decora
tions around the door and windows
were added at a later time. The Friends
continue to occupy it.
K, M, R

HIGH STREET MEETING
HOUSE
1162 High Street, West Gardiner
In 1841 Free Methodists and Free Will
Baptists built this Late Federal Greek
Revival transitional style meeting
house, to be shared equally, for a total
cost of $1300. It was occupied by a
variety of churches until 1939 when it
was donated to the citizens of West
Gardiner as a community club house,
for which it was used until 1982 when it
was purchased for private use. Inter
esting architectural features include the
large windows on the sides and
between the doors on the facade, as
well as the dressed brick along the
entablature. Brick was produced in the
neighborhood, within a half mile of
this location.
K, M , R, VW
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WEST GARDINER BAPTIST CHURCH

Hallowell Road, West Gardiner

Gothic ornamentation on this church sets it apart from the others, for it has the same basic rural church
meeting house shape. It does have a Federal fan in the gable. It was built in 1836, after being organized as the
First Baptist Church in Gardiner in a schoolhouse at Brown’s Corner in 1815, where it continued to meet for
several years, and later in a schoolhouse nearer its present location.
M, C

SPEARS CORNER BAPTIST CHURCH

Corner Highway 126 and Spears Corner
West Gardiner

This church has been variously known as the Second Freewill Baptist Church of Gardiner, the First Freewill
Baptist Church of West Gardiner and the Freewill Baptist White Meeting House. It was built on the corner of
High Street and the Spears Corner Road in 1840, more nearly in the center of the populated area. The first
town meeting of West Gardiner was held in this building at its first location. After its organization in 1826,
and prior to 1840, services had been held in various schoolhouses. Its Greek Revival trim displays a Federal
and Christian doors. An 1879 map shows that within a mile of this site there were nine Spears houses plus a
Spears Store, hence the name Spears Corner.
M, C

63

GARDINER PUBLIC LIBRARY

152 Water Street, Gardiner

The present Queen Anne/Neo-Baroque style library building, without the left side and rear extensions, was
constructed in 1881 with Henry Richards as architect. The side extension, first used as the children’s room,
was added in 1930, a gift of Mr. and Mrs. R.P. Hazzard. The rear reference wing was built in 1961, a
memorial to J. Walter Robinson. Twelve Gardiner resident authors have placed more than 100 copies of their
works on the library shelves, including books, pamphlets and songs. The original manuscript of Captain
January, written by Laura E. Richards, and Edwin Arlington Robinson’s limited edition of The Torrent and
the Night are among the treasures in the historical collection.
This Queen Anne/Neo-Baroque style is really an outgrowth of the Romanesque Revival style which was
common in the 1880’s, featuring heaviness and simple molded shapes. All the features of the building indicate
on the outside what goes on inside: the turret is the stairs, side windows show where the stacks are, and the
entrance is prominent. Unusually pleasing features of the detail are the use of colored mortar and the
weathered copper flashing.
In addition to the usual dispensing of books and magazines, a varied program of movies for children,
readings by Maine authors, adult feature films, Maine author autographing sessions and sales, and other
community services are presented to the public. The Gardiner Library Association supports and coordinates
much of this work.
LR, N C, N F
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GARDINER WATER COMPANY

Following several disastrous fires in the mid-19th century which could not be contained by early fire-fighting
equipment, the Gardiner water system was first chartered as a private enterprise, the Gardiner Water
Company, Janury 31, 1885, originally owned by Weston Lewis, Josiah S. Maxcy and John Richards, a group
of young businessmen. It soon became a showcase for other towns, and the same owners established similar
waterworks in Calais, St. Stephens, Richmond and Milltown. With a catch basin and pumps located in a
Romanesque Revival stone and brick building, designed by E.E. Lewis and built by J.W. Lash, on the
uppermost of eight dams on the Cobbossee Stream, a double advantage was used: the purest water was
secured from the Maranacook-to-Pleasant Pond chain, and water power was used to fill a 200,000 gallon
earthen reservoir on the west side of the stream about X
A of a mile away at an elevation of 110 ft. above the
pump. Construction was largely by hand, employing much imported Italian labor, and the first water was
used in November, 1886.
While the water service originally included only Gardiner and Farmingdale, extension to Randolph was
accomplished in the winter of 1887-1888, laying the pipe on the ice and letting it sink to the bottom when the
ice thawed. South Gardiner was added in 1914. There were 50 hydrants and 400 paying customers when the
system was first opened.
In 1903 the citizens voted to change from a water company to a Water District. Over the years many additions
and improvements have been made: the reservoir was increased in capacity, sand filters were added and
replaced by chemical filtration, two deep-well pumps were installed on River Rd., five 300,000 gallon
standpipes have been added, a 2,000,000 gallon concrete covered tank was added in 1979, and the latest in
1982—an electricity generating plant with two 65 KW generators, selling the surplus power to Central Maine
Power Company. A Board of Trustees gives direction to the operation of the present system. G B , N C , N F
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THE RAILROAD STATION*

51 Main Avenue, Gardiner

The first train arrived in Gardiner in 1851, introducing a new mode of transportation for passengers and
freight, largely cancelling the city’s importance as head of navigation, but bringing a new flow of goods
throughout the year. Until then, all winter travel had been by stagecoach, supplemented in the summer
months by rivercraft. During the height of railroading as many as 26 trains a day passed through Gardiner.
While called by some “ turn of the century railroad station syle,” this building is essentially Romanesque
Revival and incorporates a number of influences with a stick style overhanging roof, heavy rusticated granite
blocks at the bottom, and quoins around the windows. It has been termed the best preseved station of its size
in Maine.
It was built in 1911 (George Burnham, architect) by Maine Central Railroad and was used until 1960 when all
passenger service terminated. It replaced a wood station built in 1852 that stood along the tracks just
upstream from the road across the old iron bridge. Its current re-use is as an auto parts store. Other Maine
communities are using such abandoned stations as museums, restaurants and town offices. A short-route
commuter train “ The Scoot” ran between South Gardiner and Augusta each day carrying mostly shoeshop
employees. A 24” narrow guage railroad “ The Kennebec Central” ran five miles from Randolph to the
Veterans Facility at Togus, over a winding scenic route, carrying passengers and coal from 1890 to 1926.
IN , M X , N C
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OAK GROVE CEMETERY

End of Plummer Street, Gardiner

Oak Grove Cemetery, chartered in 1844, is an example of a garden cemetery, even though its pond and
furniture have long since ceased to exist. Two types of monuments are of especial interest: a series of striking
ly simple and beautiful gravestones depicting flowers, primarily roses and irises, particularly the stones
marked Anna and Sarah, intricately carved in soapstone, last dated 1908, and a major statue in granite on the
Stackpole plot. This latter, dated 1885, perhaps the best work of public art in Gardiner, depicts a grieving
woman with Madonna-like face, holding a wreath, the symbol of death, looking down toward the ground. It
was carved in granite, perhaps by an Italian at the Bodwell Granite Works in Hallowell.
HPC
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